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Abstract

Thailand is classified as an upper middle-income country, but poverty remains a significant challenge
to government policy implementation. With the fluctuating prices of agricultural products, farmers must acquire
new knowledge and skills to enhance their existing ones for livelihoods and job stability. The project " Agro-
strategy to Alleviate Poverty of Srinakarin People " offers a valuable learning opportunity for farming households
in Srinakarin district, Phatthalung province, who face limited livelihood resources. This study aims to examine
the agricultural production conditions of poor households in four sub-districts (Lam Sin, Ang Thong, Baan Na,
and Chumphon) and to analyze the social return on investment (SROI) of the project “Agro-strategy to Alleviate
Poverty of Srinakarin People”. Data were collected through in-depth interviews and focus group discussions
with 131 representatives of farming households purposively-selected, and analyzed using the SROI method.
The findings reveal that the average human capital in the studied households scored the highest (2.60,
categorized as “sustainable”), followed by physical, natural, and economic capital at 2.42,2.02, and 1.95,
respectively (“vulnerable”). Social capital scored the lowest (1.72, “precarious”), reflecting significant hardship.
The SROI analysis indicates that the investment by the Local Administrative Organization (BPA) yielded a positive
return, with an SROI ratio of 1.53, meaning every 1 baht invested generated 1.53 THB in social value. The
initiative involved distributing ten Bai Liang saplings per household (valued at 200 THB each), propagated
through air-layering for intercropping with rubber and fruit trees. Within one month, households could harvest
young leaves weekly for consumption, reducing costs in the first year and creating income opportunities from
the second year onward. Each tree yielded an average of 60 THB per month, generating 600 THB per household.
By the second year, farmers could propagate two air-layered branches per tree, valued at 100 THB per branch,
contributing an additional 2,000 THB annually per household. These findings are valuable for related
organizations including PMU A, educational institutions, and government agencies in shaping policies to support
poverty alleviation research.

Keywords: poverty, social return on investment, intercropping, integrated farming system
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wuilunauselevud 3. srelaainnisdmingluan siailansuaz 60 v (nandnluanmasdlulugady 1.0 Alansy

foRuABLAOL) NUNaNsENUEIULAU (deadweight) lauA Wininnananluaniuniiussesuslnnan Soeaz 45 Tuvuei

msanfulassnisaananlinuransznuaunmaunu (displacement)

Table 1 The present value of cost, benefit, and base case scenario of the agro-strategy to alleviate poverty of

srinakarin people project

Unit: THB per household

Year

2023 2024

2025

2026 2027 2028

Cost

- Providing seedlings to increase the
number of plants and planting area for
large-leaved liang.

- Workshop

- Engagement activities

Total cost

Present value of total cost

Base case scenario

Attribution

- Expanding the area for planting large-
leaved liang in Srinakarin district by other
agencies (80%).

Deadweight

- Death rate of grafted trees (50%)

- Death rate of planted seedlings (45%)
- Death rate of grafted trees in the
nursery bag (35%)

Total base case impact

Present value of total base case
impact

Benefit

- Net profit from selling large-leaved
liang grafted trees

- Net profit from selling large-leaved
Liang erafted trees in the nursery bag

- Net profit from selling large-leaved
liang

- Reduce household food expense.

- Reduce land rent for landless
households.

Total benefit

Present value of total benefit

Total Benefit-Total Cost-Base Case
Impact

Present Value

Total Present Benefit-Base Case Impact

300,000

600,000
200,000
1,100,000
1,100,000

1,358,208

117,900
763,992
146,720

2,386,820
2,273,161.90

235,800

419,200

1,697,760

78,600 943,200

9,500

78,600 3,305,460

78,600 3,148,057.14

-1,021,400 918,640

-1,021,400 874,895.24
585,328.08

3,395,520

294,750

1,909,980

366,800

5,967,050

5,412,290.25

589,500

1,048,000

4,244,400

943,200
9,500

6,834,600
6,199,183.67

867,550

786,893.42

15,049,795.92

9,507,456 27,843,264 82,850,688

825,300
5,347,944
1,027,040

2,416,950 7,191,900
15,661,836

3,007,760

46,603,512
8,949,920

16,707,740
14,432,774

48,929,810 145,596,020
40,254,675.78 114,078,291.40

1,650,600 4,833,900 14,383,800

2,934,400 8,593,600 25,571,200

11,884,320 34,804,080 103,563,360

943,200 943,200 943,200

9,500 9,500 9,500

17,422,020 49,184,280 144,471,060

40,464,028.88 113,196,855.81

714,280 254,470 -1,124,960

617,021.92 209,353.10 -881,435.60
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