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ABSTRACT \
The widespread use of newly developed

insecticides for the control of vector-borne

diseases and a wide range of agricultural pests
in Thailand has given rise to the problem

of public health hazards. Judging from

mortality statisties attributed to poisoning of
newer compounds, particularly parathion, the

gafety record is poor in this country. Cases
of Lbuman deaths *ascociated with pesticides

including manufacturers, distribators, users,

and persons not directly or intentionally

involved with cliemicals in and outside the

country were reviewed.

Of the several kinds of regulations

designed for the protection of farmers, other
users, and the general public from the economic
poisons, the one concerned with labeling shows
by far the most important in many techni-

cally advanced countries. The government

of Thailand is issuing a similar labeling law
which will become fully effective in the near

future. The heavy pesticidal contamination

of food and a large number of casualties

among the consummers poisoning by various
insecticide residues were reported. It is recom-
mended by the writer that the time intervals

to be observed between the last treatment and
harvest, where they are not emphasized in

the labeling law, were required to Dle the

subject either of regulations or of restricted
recommendations in order to eliminate the

dangerous toxic residues in food. The inter-
national health, commercial, legal, and scien-
tific problems caused by the use of pesticides
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were briefly discussed. The enactment of
the labeling law, the resolution of interna-
tional pesticide problems by the United Nations,
and the establishment of numerical residue

tolerances between countries will call the

immediate needs of the development of the

extensive research on pesticides in Thailand.
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