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SUMMARY

The very different faunas which
have evolved in southeastern Asia and

Australia have been permitted to a limi-
ted extent by conditions to meet and

The

existing animal life evidences a very

mingle in the Indonesian area.

complex evolution, mainly influenced by
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the geologic history of the region. For
example, large mammals are now pre-
gent only on the larger land masses,
smaller mammals occurring where the
land area is small, and generally the

species are not numerous.

Wallace’s Line is still recognized
as having significance as a faunal boun-
dary. Tigers, squirrels, and other mam-
mals found in Bali from

Lombok, and land birds differ greatly on

are absent

opposite sides of Lombok Strait. Borneo
has a rich Oriental fauna, while Aus.
tralian marsupials are found in Celebes.
Probably the hest generalization that
could be drawn is to consider that the
islands between Wallace’s and Weber’s
Lines represent a zone of transition
between the
faunas.

Oriental and Australian

Macassar Strait forms the
most spectacular zoogzeo.graphical boun.
dary to be found among fresh.water
fish faunas. South of Macassar Strait,
Wallace’s Line is not c]é'arly marked.
For instance, the cyprinids that have
their center of distribution in the Orien.
tal region, have spread to the Lesser
Sunda islands east of Wallace’s Line.
Freshwater fishes are of the highest
value in estimating former land con-

nections and ancient lines of severance.
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