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Study on Planting Season of Cassava
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ABSTRACT

Cassava can be planted throughout the year in Thailand. Therefore, three independent ex-
periments were conducted at Sriracha Research Station, Cholburi, during 1983-84, to find out the
suitable planting season. Two experiments were planted in dry season in November and February.
For rainy season, another experiment was planted in May. Each planting season consisted of 10 plots.
The plot size was 5 x 12 m2 and the harvested area was 3 x 10 m2. Data were collected from 10 plots
and means of 10 plots between two planting seasons were subjected to the t-test. It was found that
planting in November resulted in the greatest dry matter yield followed by planting in February and
May, respectively. Favorable period for cassava root yield production and root yield accumulation
was in rainy season. Planting in rainy season gave lower yield since it lost 1-2 months of favorable period
after planting for vegetative growth instead of root yield production. This was confirmed by lower
number of leaves in rainy season and harvest index for May planting. For ease of hand weed control,
less soil erosion and, importantly, greater root dry matter yield, planting cassava in November (beginning
of dry season) is recommended.
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Table 1 Yield and agronomic characters of cassava from different planting seasons.

Planting Root Yield Starch Harvest Average Root number Plant
season Fresh Dry index root per plant height
(Kg/rai*) (%) weight (cm)
(@)
February 3,698  1,266° 20.24* 0.74* 510.4% 4.58°¢ 151
May 4,415°  1,119° 15.90¢ 0.53¢ 387.4%° 7.46% 215
November  5,485* 1,779  19.75° 0.67° 576.0° 6.03° 177

*6.25rai = 1 hectare

Figure in a column followed by a common letter are not significantly different at 0.01 level

of probability.
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Table 2 Rainfall and amount of leaf during growing period in rainy season of cassava from

different planting seasons.

Planting Rainfal.l No. .of lea.ves retainid
season Annual In rainy season during rainy season
(mm) (leaves/plant/month)
February 1,076 914 32.49
May 1,122 914 28.62
November 990 973 35.28

*from 7 months (May - November)
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