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Politics, Development and PM2.5 in Hanoi, Jakarta and Beijing

Ladawan Khaikham

Lecturer in Politics, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Faculty of Social Sciences, Kasetsart University

Abstract

This research was conducted with aims to 1) study the important political factors of
PM2.5 problem in three capital cities; Hanoi, Jakarta and Beijing, 2) demonstrate how the
governments deal with PM2.5 in Hanoi, Jakarta and Beijing, and 3) discuss the relationship
between politics, development, and PM2.5 in the capital cities in Asia.

It could be seen in the research results that 1) government policies on rapid
development without environmental concern could contribute greatly to PM2.5; 2) different
state governments employed different measures to deal with air pollution in these studied
capitals; and 3) relationship between politics and development plays a vital role in tackling the
air pollution problem in capital cities in Asia. Centralized state appeared to have more tendency
to succeed faster than democratic state.
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