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Green Tara: The Historical Background, Iconography, Belief of Tibetan

and Thai Buddhists

Phanudet Jariyathitinant' and Phongpitch Sawongram?

ILiterature College, Heilongjiang University, P.R. China

2School of Liberal Arts, King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang

Abstract
This academic article aims to present the story of Green Tara, Shayama Tara which
was highly respected female Bodhisattva in Vajrayana Buddhism. First part of this article
discusses the history of the Bodhisattva which has been revealed after studying various
sources and mainly explains the similarities from the different data sources. The second part,
the analysis of Iconography symbols in the creation of idols and Tangga paintings presents
the analysis according to Shilpa Shastras’ scriptures including with the original scriptures of
idol creation and the explanation adhered to the scriptures. For the last part, the belief of
Tibetan Buddhists forwards Green Tara presents the trail of Bodhisattva worship which has
been continued in Thai society from past to present.
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