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Opinions and Adaptations of Durian Farmers in One of the Provinces
in Eastern Thailand in Response to the Notification of the Ministry of

Industry Re: List of Hazardous Substances (No. 6) B.E. 2563 (2020)

Ladawan Khaikham

Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Faculty of Social Sciences, Kasetsart University

Abstract

This research article aims to 1) study the opinions of durian farmers on the use of
chemicals, namely paraquat, glyphosate, and chlorpyrifos, in accordance with the Notification
of the Ministry of Industry Re: List of Hazardous Substances (No. 6) B.E. 2563 (2020); and
2) discuss changes that have occurred with durian farmers in the area after the Notification.
This qualitative research employed observatory participation and semi- structured, in- depth
interviews with 32 farmer representatives to collect data. The participants were selected by
purposive sampling method from a sub-district in one province in the eastern region of Thailand.

It could be observed in the results of this study that: 1) a total of 32 participants have
voiced their opinions, which could be divided into three groups: participants who agree;
participants who disagree; and participants who question this restriction. 2) In terms of changes,
the participants are categorized into three groups. The first group consisted of people who had
stopped using chemicals to comply with laws and social norms. They had completely eliminated
the use of chemicals, even if it resulted in paying a higher price. The second group consisted
of those who chose to substitute other substances for prohibited chemicals. The final group
consisted of farmers who continue to use prohibited chemicals in order to give their agricultural
products a competitive advantage over non-chemical farmers. Finally, this study suggests
that the government should directly consult with agricultural stakeholders before enforcing
the notification for setting the national chemical standards. The agricultural industry should
consider changing its entire agricultural practice to sustainable agriculture. Furthermore,
the government should enhance agricultural technology infrastructure to reduce pollution and
increase economic benefits.

Keywords: Chemicals, Paraquat, Glyphosate, Chlorpyrifos, Adaptation, Thai farmers, Durian
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