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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study reflection and reconstruction social representation
of difference class family and audiences’ reception and decoding difference class family. The
collection from Thai soap opera 4 stories are Kulhapraihnam, Swansrang, Saisok and
Tawanyosang by analysis content method and study audiences’ reception who see Thai soap
opera more than 10 years in 3 areas of Bangkok are internal area, middle area and external area
which deviate ages are 21-40 years old and 41-60 years old. The audience samples are
separated to 6 groups that another group has 5-7 audiences total 38 audiences by focus group

discussion and depth interview from focus group discussion 2-4 audiences total 19 audiences.

The research results find that those soap operas have family pattern of high class family
and low class family most to be complete family that composed of nuclear family and extended
family besides incomplete family that composed of kinship group, single—parent family,
reconstituted family etc. The occupation of most high class families are businessman. They are
rich, social respond and life style better than low class families who work for hire but they can't do
warm family function and have deviance behavior more than low class family. Power person in
family is grandmother or mother or step-father. The social behavior families want happiness
family, success in education for sufficiency income, no debt but don't wealth. The important
factors of social norms behavior are gratitude, fate, patient and moral while the important factors
of deviance behavior are greed, envy, malice and immoral which are resulted to broken family,
hopeless, no happy life and ending can't be in society until suicide or is beat. The good solves are
kindness and moral. The confliction between high class family and low class family that more high
class family uses money power, mind power and physiological power toward front and behind.

The postpone of low class to be good social status or higher prestige that gather from the
important factors of social norms behavior. The tactics of plot in soap opera by contrast represent
from texts. The necessary contrary factors are greed, envy, malice and immoral from power

theme mix to morality theme.

The majority audiences have complete family that composed of nuclear family and
extended family besides incomplete family composed of kinship group, alone, reconstituted family
etc. These audiences encode preferred reading different status family meaning in soap opera to

producers’ decoding soap opera but some chapter of soap opera that over presentations are
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occupation, social and economy, life style and power use. The family functions in soap opera

which less presentations are socialization, economy, love, status, religion, entertainment, deviance

factors, problems, problems solving and final results which ought to give fine true and around

contents.

Keywords : Meaning, Representation, Family, Class, Thai Soap Opera
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