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Abstract

The objectives of this research study were 1) to investigate the history of
Theravada Buddhism in England, 2) to study the roles and problems of Buddhist propagation
in England, and 3) to suggest the ways to solve the problems and processes of Buddhist
propagation in England. It was a qualitative study using both documentary analysis and in—
depth interviews of some Thai Dhammaddta sanghas and Buddhist experts.

The findings can be summarized as follows: 1) Buddhism has been introduced and
propagated to England since the 24th Buddhist century. A book entitled “The Light of Asia”
and published in London inspired the people there to be interested more in Buddhism. Later,
archaeologists found the Buddhist heritage sites in India, and this indicates that Buddhism
religion was once very glorious. Consequently, it brought about many western-scholars to
study the philosophy of Buddhism seriously. A number of British men came to be ordained in
Sri Lanka and Burma. In 2424 BE, the Pali Text Society-PTS was founded and had an
important role to propagate the Theravada Buddhism and to promote the Pali studies. This
was due to the fact that Pali is the language used in the Buddhist scriptures for Theravada
Sect. Moreover, the PTS published the Tipitaka, Pali Dictionary, the Atthakatha, many Holy
books and journals to propagate the Buddhism and they could make a lot of people
interested in the mentioned sect. As a result, a number of Buddhist associations were
founded in England, for example, the Buddhist Society of London and the Buddhist Vihara.
2) Thai Government built “Buddhapadapa Temple” in 2509 BE in London as the center for
propagation of Buddhism and for sangha dwelling. When the number of Buddhists interested
in meditation practices along the line of forest sanghas was increased, Cittaviveka Monastery
was built as Meditation Center. Then, Amaravati Monastery and its affiliated temples were
built in later years to solve the problem of a limited area for practicing meditation at
Cittaviveka Monastery. 3) it was found that there are many ways to propagate the
Theravada Buddhism in England as follows: 3.1) There should be an agreement with some
well-known universities in England to establish Dhamma Ambassador College in their
universities to promote the Buddhist studies. 3.2) A number of scholarships should be
allocated to some British people and Thai bhikkhus to study Buddhism seriously. 3.3) More
meditation centers should be built to support medication activities according to the London
Declaration. Besides, 4) there should be more co-ordinations with organizations of various
Buddhist sects to propagate the Theravada Buddhism and make more people in England
have more faith in it.

Keywords: Propagation, Theravada Buddhism, Dhammadita, Forest Sangha
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