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ABSTRACT

Mosses are small spore-bearing land plants and commonly found in moist shady area.
Small shoot particles of mosses are easily transferred to clothes or body by touching. Mosses were
proposed that are usable plants to provide botanic evidence for forensic investigations. Our study
compares the DNA fingerprints of a moss species Campylopus ericoides (Greif.) A. Jeager from 4
locations using RAPD PCR. The results showed polymorphic PCR product bands of same mosses
species from different locations. The phylogenetic tree analysis revealed that mosses from the
same area are closely related. The results showed that DNA fingerprinting of moss plants in

combination with phylogenetic are probable forensic tools in criminal investigations.
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