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Effect of seed priming with KNO, and coating on germination,
seedling growth and longevity of field corn seeds
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Abstract

Field corn is a main crop used in the animal feed industry. Therefore, the crop is in
high demand. However, during the corn production process, degradation of field corn
seed quality is an important problem for farmers. This has shortened the storage time of
the corn seeds. To solve this problem, seed priming and seed coating technology is
applied to improve the quality of seeds. This current experiment aims to study the
changes of corn seed quality after being primed with different portions of KNO, and being
coated with fungicides. The experiment was conducted at the Seed Technology Laboratory,
Faculty of Agricultural Production, Maejo University. The experiment was divided into two
groups and the results are as follow. For the first group of experiments, corn seeds were
primed with different portions of KNO_. It was found that seeds primed with 1.5 grams of
KNO, had a higher speed of radical emergence, better germination, and a higher speed
of germination, longer shoot length, and longer root length, and improved total seedlings

compared to seeds that were not primed. Importantly, the differences were statistically
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significant. Concerning the second group of experiments, seeds primed with the two best
portions of KNO,, the seeds were then coated and storage in the controlled condition.
The result shows that, when tested in the experimental house, after being stored for
three and four months, coated seeds primed with 1.5 grams of KNO, had better germination
compared to seeds that were not primed. The difference was found statistically significant.

Keywords: Seed enhancement, seed priming, seed quality, fungicide
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Table1 Show seed priming formulation of field corn seed on 45 grams per treatment
(150 seeds).
Priming Seed priming formulation

substance T1 T2 T3 T4

T5 T6 T7 T8 T9 T10

KNO, (g) - - 0.1 03
99.7

Water (ml) - 100 999

0.5 0.7 0.9 1.1 1.3 1.5
99.5 993 99.1 989 98.7 985
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Table 2 Dead seed, fresh seed and abnormal seedling of field corn seed after primed
seed with difference rate of KNO3 and tested under laboratory condition.

Laboratory condition

Treatment' Dead seed %) Fresh seed Abnormal
(%)* (%) seedling (%)
T1 1ab’ (-100) 2 1
T2 0b 0 1 1
T3 1 ab (+200) 0 1
T4 3a 0 0 0
T5 1 ab (-100) 0 0
T6 0b 0 0 1
T7 1 ab 0 1 0
T8 1 ab 0 0 1
T9 1 ab (+100) 0 1
T10 2 ab 0 0
Mean 0.89 0.40 0.60
F-test * ns ns
CV. (%) 40.13 48.99 40.32

ns, *: Not significantly difference and significantly different at P<0.05 respectively.

' T1 = Control, T2 = Priming + HZO, T3 = Priming + KNO3 0.1 g, T4 = Priming + KNO3 03¢,
T5 = Priming + KNO3 0.5 g, Té = Priming + KNO3 0.7 g, T7 = Priming + KNO3 0.9 g,
T8 = Priming + KNO3 1.1 ¢, T9 = Priming + KNO3 1.3 ¢, T10 = Priming + KNO3 1.5¢.

? Data are transformed by square root vx+05 before statistical analysis.

® Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly at P<0.05 by
DMRT.

* The number in parenthesis refer to percentage of increase (+) and decrease (-) compared

to the control.
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Table 3 Radicle emergence, speed of radicle emergence, germination percentage and
speed of germination of field corn seed after primed seed with difference rate
of KNO3 and tested under laboratory condition.

Laboratory condition

Treatment'  Radicle Sfaedeifl: ' . Germination Spefe d (_)f
emt(e:/i;eznce emergence (%) (%) (%) (g:lrg:;j:; (%)
(roots/day)
T1 92 34.33 ¢’ 95 c 2356 b
T2 92 41.77 ab (+22) 96 bc (+1) 2384 b (+1)
T3 97 42.77 a (+25) 97 a-c (+2) 24.63 a (+5)
T4 95 41.89 ab (+22) 98 ab (+3) 24.66 a (+5)
T5 97 43.77 a (+27) 97 a-c (+4) 24.53 3 (+4)
T6 97 41.22 ab (+20) 97 a-c (+2) 24.90 a (+6)
T7 93 38.33 b (+12) 98 ab (+3) 24.63 a (+5)
T8 97 43.77 a (+27) 97 a-c (+2) 24.56 a (+4)
T9 97 45.00 a (+31) 98 ab (+3) 24.83 a (+5)
T10 94 44.88 a (+31) 100 a (+5) 24.50 a (+4)
Mean 41.77 98.30 24.46
F-test ns *x * *x
CV.(%) 7.66 4.70 531 1.51

ns, *, **: Not significantly difference and significantly different at P<0.05 and P<0.01

respectively.

' T1 = Control, T2 = Priming + HZO, T3 = Priming + KNO3 0.1 ¢, T4 = Priming + KNO3 03¢,
T5 = Priming + KNO3 0.5 g, Té = Priming + KNO3 0.7 g, T7 = Priming + KNO3 09 g,
T8 = Priming + KNO3 1.1 g, T9 = Priming + KNO3 1.3 g, T10 = Priming + KNO3 154

? Data are transformed by the arcsine before statistical analysis and back transformed
data are presented.

® Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly at P<0.05 by
DMRT.

* The number in parenthesis refer to percentage of increase (+) compared to the control.
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Table 4 Shootlength, root length and total seedling of field corn seed after primed seed

with difference rate of KNO3 and tested under laboratory condition.

Laboratory condition

Treatment' Shoot Root length Total seedling
(%)° %) (%)
length (mm) (mm) (mm)
T1 99.70 b’ 135.07 b 234.77 ¢
T2 116.05 b (+16) 155.90 ab (+15) 271.95 bc (+16)
T3 120.53 b (+21) 163.33 ab (+21) 289.30 ab (+23)
T4 119.43 b (+20) 163.60 ab (+21) 283.03 ab (+21)
T5 111.70 b (+12) 160.03 ab (+18) 271.73 bc (+16)
T6 11713 b (+17) 160.33 ab (+19) 277.47 ac (+18)
T7 119.77 b (+20) 158.40 ab (+17) 285.93 ab (+22)
T8 119.40 b (+20) 147.83 b (+9) 267.23 bc (+14)
T9 12597 b (+26) 166.17 ab (+23) 307.03 ab (+31)
T10 163.30 a (+64) 186.50 a (+38) 321.70 a (+37)
Mean 121.30 159.72 281.01
F-test * ** **
CV.(%) 15.27 11.69 8.70

ns, *, **: Not significantly difference and significantly different at P<0.05 and P<0.01

respectively.
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' T1 = Control, T2 = Priming + Hzo, T3 = Priming + KNO3 0.1 g, T4 = Priming + KNO3 03¢,
T5 = Priming + KNO3 0.5 g, Té = Priming + KNO3 0.7 g, T7 = Priming + KNO3 09 g,
18 = Priming + KNO_ 1.1 g, T9 = Priming + KNO, 1.3 g, T10 = Priming + KNO, 1.5 g.

DMRT.

Fanuanisvnassuandligiui nislnssd
\wande KNO3ﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬂﬂ’uﬁ:ﬁﬁﬂwmgﬁmé’mi
finswasuulasunisasadulnfiuandety
Tneanznsinsiudnme KNO, 8751 1.5 N3y
MIALEATANEEIRY AUENITIN LAY
NasINVeIFuUnd g TnaRu NN N ad
Lildrunsiedeusdiednou sedenaduna
loanann KNO, 4 lwss daiugidau
Tunsiiuianssuvesouly amylase protease
uae lipase Buaulasiiinamiidutglunsaans
91nsdsedluwdn (endosperm) Tusyning
nssenveLEn fet Ssanansavildnnssen
warmsaNMsYesdunaAsTuldEn R
(atly, 2539; Gupta et al., 2011) @eaAdoINU
N1SNAABIVBY Anosheh et al. (2011) fivnis
Iwsliwdadalnagnuansaudu KNO, wudn
anunsadsaiun1sesgyAvlaluauAINe1?
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1897UUBY Nawaz et al. (2017) finudn s
Insdiudnsie KNO, ansoLiUsE AV AIM
39A799 (pigment) fRedestunisduase
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AuenyadasyasiunatIlnaluaniiz
w3enanlansudnegnanzia (Pb) 1o Snts
dlefiarsanasinaesdundanuia N5
Osmopriming f1ae KNO, 87151 0.5% uaw 1.0%

Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly at P<0.05 by

The number in parenthesis refer to percentage of increase (+) compared to the control.
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2558)
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4 \fou Mntuduasraaeuarmenluann
e URn1INUT AaenszazaINIAUInY
uw 4 ey livhludaiusiiunsedey
yIsMsiinusenuandsufuwdailails
HIunIsindeuwan dunisasrsaauluanin
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Table 5 Germination percentage (%) of coated field corn seeds after coating and storing
under controlled storage condition.

Storage period (months)

Treatment' Laboratory condition Greenhouse condition
0 1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 4
T1 99 %% 99 99 99 100 99 93 99 91b 90b
T2 100 99 100 98 100 99 88 99 95ab 93ab
T3 98 99 99 99 99 99 94 99 97a 9%a
T4 100 99 100 100 99 97 95 97 9a 99a
F-test ns ns ns ns ns ns ns ns * *

CV. (%) 129 154 130 082 0.81 1.16 441 117 240 3.63

ns, *: Not significantly difference and significantly different at P<0.05 respectively.

' T1 = Control, T2 = Priming + H,0, T3 = Coating + (Priming + KNO, 1.3 g.), T4 = Coating +
(Priming + KNO, 1.5 g.)

? Data are transformed by the arcsine before statistical analysis and back transformed data are
presented.

® Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly at P<0.05 by DMRT.

Table 6 Speed of germination (plant/day) of coated field corn seeds after coating and
storing under controlled storage condition.

Storage period (months)

Treatment' Laboratory condition Greenhouse condition

0 1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 4
T1 2465 2447 24.65 1217 1248 2440 2125bc® 2440 1021 10.33
T2 2494 2493 2494 1210 1250 2444 1996c 2444 9.44 998
T3 2451 2453 2451 1241 1238  24.00 2209ab 24.02 10.46 10.29
T4 2500 24.73 2500 1240 1240 2565 2328a 24.65 11.30 10.98
F-test ns ns ns ns ns ns x* ns ns ns
CV. (%) 1.39 144 139 1.18 1.07 1.65 4.68 1.66 9.66 6.82

ns, **: Not significantly difference and significantly different at P<0.01 respectively.

' T1 = Control, T2 = Priming + HO, T3 = Coating + (Priming + KNO3 1.3 g), T4 = Coating +
(Priming + KNO, 1.5 g.)

? Means within a column followed by the same letter are not significantly at P<0.05 by DMRT.
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