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Abstract

The study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-economic attributes and knowledge about
organic agriculture standards of farmers; 2) rice growing practice under organic agriculture standards of
the farmers; 3) factors effecting organic rice growing practice of the farmers; and 4) problems encountered
and suggestions about organic rice growing practice of the farmers. A set of questionnaires was used
for data collection administered with a sample group of 125 organic rice farmers in Mueang district,
phayao province. Obtained data were analyzed by using Multiple regression and descriptive statistics.

Results of the study revealed that most of the respondents were male, 59 years old on averages,
married, and elementary school graduates or below. They had 4 household members and 4 workforce
on average. The respondents had 6.01 rai of an agricultural area and earned an income from organic
rice growing for 30,732.46 baht per year on average. The respondents perceived new or information
about organic rice growing for 87 times per year on average and mainly through the television. They
contacted the agricultural extension worker twice a year and the organic rice farmer group twice a year
on average. The respondents attended a training or rice growing under organic agriculture standards
twice a year on average. Most of the respondents were not village committee members and they did
not have any social position.

Findings showed that the respondents had a moderate level of organic rice growing practice. The
following factors had on effect on organic rice growing practice with a statistical significance level: age,
training on rice growing under organic agriculture standards, and knowledge about organic agriculture
standards. The following were problems encountered: complicated data recording system, diseases,

insects/weeds, and low price of yields. The following were suggestions by the respondents: 1) concerned
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agency should prepare a simple data recording system; 2) a training on pest prevention and control,
and 3) support the price of organic rice to be higher than general rice.
Keywords: Organic agriculture, organic-rice farmers, Phayao province
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Table 1 Practice onrice cultivation under organic farming standards of farmers Mueang district, Phayao

province (n = 125)

Practice on rice cultivation under organic farming

X S.D. Description
standards of farmers

1. Rice growing area 4.53 0.35 Highest
2. Water source 4.14 0.23 High

3. Soil and fertilizer management 4.64 0.42 Highest
4. Quality management on production process before harvest 4.85 0.29 Highest
5. Harvesting and post-harvest practices 4.05 0.56 High

6. Yield transportation, keeping and collecting 4.65 0.40 Highest
7. Processing 4.56 0.54 Highest
8. Sorting for packaging 4.33 0.56 High

9. Data recording and filing 4.11 0.41 High
Total 4.43 0.29 High
Remarks: 4.51-5.00 = Highest 3.51-4.50 = High 2.51-3.50 = Moderate 1.51-2.50 = low 1.00-1.50 = Lowest
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Table 2 Factors Affecting Rice Cultivation under Organic Farming Standards of Farmers Mueang

District, Phayao Province

Dependent variable

Independent variables

rice cultivation under organic farming standards of farmers

B t Sig.
1. SEX .075 1.394 .166
2. AGE .008 2.142 .035%
3. STAT 016 375 .708
4. EDU 017 137 463
5. FAM -.003 -.161 873
6. LAB 011 953 .343
7. AREA -.001 -075 .940
8. INCOM 8.544E-9 .007 .995
9. DEBT 8.095E-8 .607 .545
10. EXP .002 .625 .534
11. INFORM T7.713E-6 .040 .968
12. OFFICER .001 .097 923
13. CONT .006 501 617
14. TRAIN .046 2.054 .042*
15. COMM .087 1.384 .169
16. POSIT .104 1.616 .109
17. KNOW -.136 -.232 .014*
Constant 3.614 11.836 <.001

R*= 0.257 (25.7%) F=2112 Sig. of F = 0.011°
Remarks: * Statistically significant level at 0.05 and ** Statistically significant level at 0.01
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