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Abstract

This study was conducted to investigate 1) socio-economic attributes of farmers growing onions in
Chiang Mai province, 2) a level of knowledge and compliance with a good and appropriate agricultural standard
system of the farmers, 3) factors effecting the compliance with a good and appropriate agricultural standard
system of the farmers, and 4) problems encountered and suggestions of the farmers. The sample group
consisted of 245 farmers growing onions under a good and appropriate agricultural standard system in Chiang
Mai province. A set of questionnaires was used for data collection and analyzed by using descriptive statistics
and multiple regression.

Results of the study revealed that the respondents were 58 years old on average. Most of them were
elementary school graduates and below. They had an average annual household income for 242,751.02 Baht;
157,624.49 Baht was from growing onions. The respondents held 6 rai of land and had 4 household members
on average. The respondents had an average household debt of 80,808.45 Baht. They perceived information
about good agricultural practice through various media and onion cooperatives once a year on average.
The respondents contacted onion cooperative personnel and onion farmer group twice a year on average.
They attended training on good agricultural practice once a year and had 7 years of experience in onion
growing under good agricultural practice on average. The respondents had a moderate level of knowledge
about good agricultural practice. Based on its detail, they had a high level of compliance with good and
appropriate agricultural standards (mean=3.89) with a statistical significance level at 0.05. It included the
following 3 aspects: total household income, farming land, and knowledge about good agricultural practice.
The following problems encountered 1) low price yields 2) diseases and pests, and 3) the seeds were not of
good quality. For suggestions, it was as follows: product price insurance, production and marketing tracking,
and more suggestions about good agricultural practice.
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Table 1 Population and samples of good agricultural practice of onion grower in Chiang Mai

contacts Population Sample group
Fang district 182 67
Phrao district 28 1"
Mae Rim district 52 21
San Pa Tong district 79 31
Mae Wang district 291 115
Total 632 245
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Table 2 Operational level of good agricultural practice of onion grower in Chiang Mai

(n=245)
Operational level of onion production under good agricultural X SD Description
practice of farmers

Water source 3.78 0.35 High
Planting area 3.74 0.35 High
Pesticides 3.88 0.65 High
Pre-harvest quality management 4.37 0.33 High
Harvesting and Post-Harvest Management 3.82 0.31 High
Holding, moving produce in planting plot, and storage 3.84 0.33 High
Personal hygiene 3.80 0.38 High
Record keeping and traceability 3.89 0.38 High

Total 3.89 0.22 High

Remarks: 4.51-5.00=Highest 3.51-4.50=High 2.51 -3.50=Moderate 1.51-2.50=low 1.00 -1.50=Lowest
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Table 3 Factors affecting onion production under good agricultural practice of farmers in Chiang Mai

Independent variables

Dependent variable

Onion production under good agricultural practice

of farmers

B t .Sig
AGE 0.001 0.296 0.767
EDU 0.005 0.296 0.768
INCOM -3.340E-7 -2.014 0.045*
IN_ONION 1.553E-7 0.840 0.402
AREA 0.005 2.000 0.047*
FAM -0.011 -1.065 0.288
DEBT 1.018E-7 0.977 0.330
INFO 0.010 1.029 0.304
MEMB 0.012 0.352 0.725
CONT -0.028 -0.814 0.416
TRAIN 0.034 1.677 0.095
EXP 0.001 0.199 0.842
KNOW 0.021 2.240 0.026*
Constant 3.685 22.812 <0.001

R?=0.37 (37%)

F=1.709

Sig. of F = 0.060°

Remarks * Statistically significant level at 0.05 and ** Statistically significant level at 0.01
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