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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to durian, 1) to examine socio-economic attributes of lava durian
farmers, 2) to investigate knowledge and lava durian production under appropriate and good agricultural
practice of the farmers, 3) to analyze the factors affecting lava durian production under Good agricultural
practice of the farmers, and 4) to explore the problems and suggestions about lava durian production of the
farmer. Number of lava durian growers’ good agricultural practice 190 cases. The sample group consisted of
129 lava durian farmers in Khun Harn district, Sisaket province. A set of questionnaires was used for data
collection and analyzed by using descriptive statistics and multiple regression.

Findings showed that most of the respondents were male, 51 years old on average, married, graduated
elementary school and lao ethnicity. Their average annual income was 796,356 Baht, 656,589 Baht was from
lava durian production, but their household debts were 419,418 Baht on average. Most of the respondents had
4 household members and 3 of them were household workforce. They mainly perceived news or information
about lava durian production under ( GAP) through the agricultural extension worker. The respondents
contacted the agricultural extension worker once a year. Most of them were not the village committee and did
not have any social position. The respondent had 3 years of experience in lava durian production under (GAP)
on average. They had knowledge about lava durian at a moderate level but a high level of volcanic durian
production which met standards.

The factor effecting the production of volcanic durian of the farmers with a positive statical significance
level was attending training on appropriate and good agricultural practice (P=0.036). However, experience and
knowledge about the lava durian production were found to be negative (P=0.010 and 0.028, respectively).
Water shortage and outbreaks of diseases/pests were problems encountered. Also, concerned agencies
should hold training about the prevention and control of outbreaks of diseases/pests in lava durian production
areas.
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Table 1 Results of socic economic of farmers producing lava durian according to Good Agricultural Practice

of farmers in Khun Han district, Sisaket province

(n=129)

Variable X S.D.
Gender 0.62 0.49
Age 51.35 11.24
Education level 0.84 0.37
Marital status 0.44 0.50
Ethnicity 0.50 0.50
Total family income 796,356.59 1001,340.46
Income from durian cultivation 656,589.15 955,956.04
Amount of household debt 419,418.60 487,026.06
Number of household members 4.34 1.35
Number of workers in the household 2.64 1.14
Number of hired workers 0.33 0.47
Awareness of information about good appropriate agricultural 4.09 4.09
standards (GAP) from the media
Contact with agricultural extension officers 0.81 0.42
Participation in good and appropriate agricultural standards 0.71 0.46
Training (GAP)
Being a village committee of the community 0.45 0.72
Having a social position in the community village 0.50 0.76
Standard lava durian planting experience good and proper 3.07 2.25
agriculture
Knowledge of lava durian production according to good 16.35 2.15

agricultural practice (GAP)
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Table 2 Number and percentage of farmers classified by level of knowledge of lava durian production good

agricultural practice of farmers in Khun Han district, Sisaket province

(n=129)
Level of Knowledge Percent
High 13.2
Moderate 86.8
Low -
X = 16.34 S.D.=2.15 Min—-Max = 11-21

Remarks: 15-22 = High, 8-14 = Moderate, 0-7 = Low
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Table 3 Lava durian production level according to good agricultural practice of farmers in Khun Han district,

Sisaket province

(n=129)

Practices for lava durian production according to (GAP) X S.D. Level
Water sources 3.57 0.76 High
Plantation area 3.47 0.85 Moderate
Use of pesticides in agriculture 4.21 0.62 High
Pre-harvest management 3.99 0.62 High
Post-harvest practices 4.04 0.63 High
Storage and transportation 4.09 0.65 High
Personal style 3.82 0.77 High
Data logging and ask 3.69 0.86 High

Total 3.86 0.72 High

Remarks: 4.51 -5.00 Highest, 3.51 - 4.50 High, 2.51 - 3.50 Moderate, 1.51 - 2.50 Low, 1.00 - 1.50 Lowest
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Table 4 Factors related to personal, economic and social basis and lava durian production according to good

agricultural practice in Khun Han district, Sisaket province

Dependent variable

The production of lava durian in

Independent Variables accordance with Good Agricultural Practice

B t Sig.
Gender 0.089 0.908 0.366
Age 0.055 1.569 0.120
Education level 0.137 1.374 0.172
Marital status -0.076 -0.600 0.550
Ethnicity 0.142 1.501 0.136
Total family income 9.522E-8 1.537 0.127
Income from durian cultivation 1.417E-8 0.194 0.847
Amount of household debt 4.973E-8 0.342 0.733
Number of household members -0.015 -0.347 0.729
Number of workers in the household -0.033 -0.696 0.488
Number of hired workers -0.199 -1.830 0.070
Awareness of information about good agricultural practice 0.007 0.647 0.519
(GAP) from the media
Contact with agricultural extension officers 0.056 0.513 0.609
Participation in good agricultural practice (GAP) 0.234 2.119 0.036*
Being a village committee of the community 0.022 0.236 0.814
Having a social position in the community village -0.005 -0.055 0.956
Standard volcanic durian planting experience good and -0.063 -2.618 0.010*
proper agriculture
Knowledge of volcanic durian production according to good -0.050 -2.225 0.028*
agricultural practice (GAP)
Constant 4.457 9.945 < 0.001**
R? = 0.275 (27.50%) F =2322 Sig. of F = 0.004

Remarks: * Statistically significant level at 0.05, ** Statistically significant level at 0.01
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