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Abstract: The meat type rabbit production in the World was reported to increase owing to rising consumer
demand for healthy meat, whereas whereas there is little published data on meat type rabbit production
in Thailand. Therefore, this study aimed to illustrate a network of meat type rabbit producers so to
understand the current situation and to investigate any obstacles. From November 2017 to 2018, 114
owners of meat type rabbit farms were selected for interview by snowball sampling out of which 79 farms
are still in business while the rest were out of business. Meat type rabbit farms were divided according to
their objective into three types: 1) producing only fattening rabbits 2) selling kittens as pet and using culling
rabbits for meat 3) doing 1 and 2 all together. From network analysis, the center of production was in
Kanchanaburi, Nakhon Nayok, Nakhon Pathom and Phetchaburi provinces with three slaughterhouses in
service. Phetchaburi province housed the highest number of rabbit farms. Rabbits were raised in the open
housing system providing commercial complete rabbit or finisher pig feed and/or roughage. Using natural
mating, different production cycles (individual or batch mating program) have been applied depending on
farm management program. After weaning, a 90-day-fattening period has been used to reach slaughter
weight at 2.0-2.5 kilograms. Within this study network, approximately 20,000 rabbits with nearly equal
proportion of meat rabbits and culling pet rabbits have been produced per year. Interestingly, the demands
for rabbit meat are higher than current production efficiency of around 12,000 rabbits per year. However,
the demands have been fluctuate. The major obstacles are the lack of learning center to educate up-to-
date knowledge and financial supporting programs to establish a concrete business. Therefore, supporting
programs and research projects should be established to promote meat rabbit production in Thailand as
alternative livestock. Product manufacturing and in-depth market research should be conducted prior to

launching the promoting program to prevent oversupply.
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Table 1 Characteristics of meat rabbit farm in Thailand during November 2017-2018°.

Indicators

Operation (n=79)

Shutdown (n=35) Total (n=114)

Production objectives

Meat 11(13.9)
Pet 62 (78.5)
Meat and pet 6 (7.6)
Number of reproductive female
<=100 43 (54.4)
100-250 13 (16.5)
250-500 22 (27.8)
>500 1(1.30)
Geographic area
North 1(1.30)
Northeast 3 (3.80)
Centre 11 (13.9)
East 6 (7.60)
West 58 (73.4)
South 0 (0)

30 (85.7) 41 (36.0)
5(14.3) 67 (58.8)
0 (0) 6 (5.2)
21 (60.0) 64 (56.1)
7(20.0) 20 (17.5)
7(20.0) 29 (25.5)
0(0) 1(0.90)
16 (45.7) 17 (14.9)
12 (34.3) 15 (13.2)
6 (17.1) 17 (14.9)
0(0) 6 (5.2)

0 (0) 58 (50.9)

1(29) 0(0.9)

“Data in the blanket is represented in percentage.
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Figure 1 Meat rabbit production network in Thailand. (Node=Rabbit farms or slaughterhouse, Node
size=Amount of reproductive rabbits, Black node=Operation, White node=Shutdown, Circle node=Farms
produce rabbits for meat, Square node=Farms produce rabbits for pet and using culling rabbits for meat,
Triangle node=Farms produce rabbits for pet and meat, Diamond node=Slaughterhouse, Axis=Exchange of

rabbits, CB=Chon Buri, CM=Chiang Mai, CS=Chachoengsao, KJ=Kanchanaburi, KK=Khon Kaen,

KP=Kamphaeng Phet, LP=Lampang, NN=Nakhon Nayok, NP=Nakhon Pathom, NR=Nakhon Ratchasima,
NS=Nakhon Sawan, PC=Phetchaburi, PJ=Prachin Buri, PN=Phangnga, PT=Pathum Thani, RC=Ratchaburi,

RE=Roi Et, S=Slaughterhouse, UB=Ubon Ratchathani, UD=Udon Thani and YS=Yasothon).
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