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Lumbar Spinal Cord Injury in a Goat: A Case Report

Sitthipoom Jittra®” and Pongsapuk Plienaek!

!Large Animal Teaching Hospital, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Mahanakorn University of Technology, Bangkok, 10530

Abstract: A 7-month-old male native breed goat, weighing 30.8 kg, was presented to the Large
Animal Teaching Hospital at Mahanakorn University of Technology, with 1 to 2 days of history of
hind limb weakness and inability to walk. Neurological examination revealed paraparesis, but deep
pain perception was still present. The condition was classified as Grade 3a according to the Modified
Frankel Score (MFS). Diagnostic radiographs revealed a vertebral luxation at the L2-L3 lumbar
vertebrae. The treatment plan focused on supportive care and neurological rehabilitation. Initially,
corticosteroids (dexamethasone) were administered, followed by NSAIDs (meloxicam), a neuropathic
pain medication (gabapentin), vitamin B1, and antibiotics (ceftriaxone) to control infection. To
promote neurological recovery, electroacupuncture was performed in combination with
physiotherapy. After 5 weeks of treatment, the goat showed improved neurological responses, was
able to stand, and began using its hind limbs. This case report highlights that supportive
pharmacological therapy combined with alternative treatments such as electroacupuncture and
physiotherapy can be an effective approach for spinal cord injury rehabilitation, especially in cases

where particularly when surgical intervention is limited.

Keywords: Spinal cord injury, Electroacupuncture, Vertebral luxation, Goat
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nunuMyou (Ramkumar et al., 2023) Wadad ana
NIENUABNITAITITI LA UsEANS A1nnISHaRTY

Faineaas nisuimduluwnesinifinainnisauay

12



Jittra, S. and Plienaek, P. / J. Mahanakorn Vet. Med. 2026. 21(1): 11-21.

N & wva Y

N159ANTEUNNIINENTAID U NS0 URnnNdna

9 q

o [ d'

A5enUlnensIRludunds NENsEaNdunduLAdau

Y
'

(vertebral luxation) ¥inliAnAruldsduaswe L
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ATINBRUNITINYT (Elliott et al., 2020)
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Uaneaanuigu Phospholipase A2 Lag Eicosanoid
wavansaadunssniay 1aun Interleukin-1pB (L-
1B), Interleukin-6 (IL-6) & ¥ Tumor necrosis
factor-alpha (TNF-at) L0 uans & 98 ue Auay
AolWiAinnszUIuNITa 88 NLAUAILLITDITTUL
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Schwab 1997; Webb et al., 2010)
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snenmsadseadianudndulunistududuntsaing
Haunfuagysziduiadesninveensegndunds
(Polizopoulou et al., 2016)
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a a a A N = i ¢ & A = A &
M1919N 1 NamaﬂﬂqimiaaiaﬁmjmEJ']LLagﬂ’]GUFJLﬂmIULaaﬂﬁ]"lﬂﬂ’]ﬂ'ﬂquamlﬁmmaqLNWLaaﬂLLagsU']LﬂlISLULaaW

WAAININ1IE Leukocytosis with neutrophilia Way Azotemia

AnuaNysalvandindoauazAduaiiludien wan1Ins ANATFIY

WBC 16.20 4.0-13.0 (x 10° cel/mm?)
Neutrophils 75.00 30-48 (%)

Band 0 rare
Lymphocyte 24.00 50-70 (%)
Monocyte 1.00 0-4 (%)

RBC 16.07 8-18 (x10° cel/mm?’)
HGB 10.40 8-12 (g/dl)

HCT 31.00 22-38 (%)

MCV 19.30 16-25 (fl)

MCH 6.40 5.2-8 (pg)

MCHC 33.50 30-36 (g/dV)

RDW 22.20 21-29 (%)
Platelets 1680.00 300-600 (x10° cell/mm?)
Plasma protein 7.50 6.0-7.5 (¢/d)

BUN 30.00 10-20 (mg/dl)

CRE 2.23 0.5-2.2 (mg/dl)

AST 124.00 54-135 (U/L)
Calcium 9.50 8.9-11.7 (mg/dl)
Phosphorus 3.90 4.2-9.1 (mg/d\)

HANIMTIAI19NMEIIMAUNNGIE a5Una Uszamiuanuidndianinauey Jeiingnsal

aitadendnivieiinnensegndundaniou IsaszAuliunansisdeutedmnlasunsine

JaufunIsUILIUTeslUFUNST 91NN1TIRD UMY 219U

AMNUIALAULUU Modified Frankel score (MFS)
(Elliott et al,, 2020) wuIrdaiUreinisuiniiu

@ o

vosludunasszaunge 3 danvazdiAgyfodnd
Tlalansaduld (Non-ambulatory paresis) L6191
Franunsosuininlflaglidemes (substage a)
§9a9nN193U3 AT UUIAE N (deep pain
perception) wWanIdIN1548 8917 Ve In1 LAY

Usza &IN5 unan vaueiiunaadiuyaIniIaiu

NITNHILAZNITHAMINNANITINGN
NAIIINNTTATIVITNNY ARINNETINNS
airuvn aUa@dan1g (urinary catheterization)
Wesnndasluansadaansls ndsandave
Uaanazdiruane (urethral process) Wuindn’d
aunsadaaniziodls S9vhn1siansifiossune
Uaan2y (cystocentesis) hagla L 1

dexamethasone Y19 0.2 faansu/Atansy 14
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1A 10 Hadnsu/Alansu nsnasaldonsiuas
adadunan 7 Yu nderndulda suduld
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N1TNTIVAANIUNANTITTAYIAARAINEILAZ A
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nsifadunsedulniaswsnlasldiadosgu
Model JM-3A Electro-acupuncture stimulator
¥aui (frequency) Tuns¥neil F1: 80 Hz,
F2: 120 Hz 52Aun15lY Dry needle: GV-14, Bai-
hui, GV-20 1n8q Al 9494 paralesion area Ao
US04 L2-L3: BL-21, BL-22, BL-23, BL-24 uay
distal points: BL-60, KI-3, ST-36, SP-6 laflaa1lu
n13n3E6U 30 T wazUTuanwEe 15 unifluady

Fa11 wazleanaunissnulisunisilady

nseRulaii 10 afs uszadevinatu 1 dans
saudunsimenmidanisiedeulmdeselae
lailuss (Passive Range of Motion - PROM) wag
ngannaulagldsadawaidmsudninnms uagle
USunslit meloxicam 1unsiu

Tudunsiil 3 vean1ssnurladnisusu
Audvesn1sli eabapentin 109N 8 Faluadu
N 12 s

Tuduavidl 5 vean155ny ndsanilaudy
1§ 4 adidnStheflonnsatunenensldvmdoes
andunsaialalaznanuU)isenauausdan

= [

n135U3AuNUS (proprioceptive reflex) 39U5U
AUAYDINTIA gabapentin 31NN 12 Falals
WutuavaSwaziansanliisvesidaindutiu

Iowandumnsunisiladunnduav

salnan1sine

Ms¥nudnivaefiinngnszgndunds
wwAsuaunsavlanateds swdainstady
sundsveslodundad viadu Tusenaunis
nensallsALazlaanIsNITSAY NMswensailsa
Apudeldaninisuiaduiianulvdunasly
nsEANFUNAIEIUDN (thoracic vertebrae) Lay
@117 (lumbar vertebrae) 71 1-5 wesnuun
vaagatlvdundiniglunsegndludendiiiivung
Indlfssiuduaugnatsvesladunas msulu
vosludunduiisndniosdadinavililudundagn
nale esndudedlasunisiadnlaenisvi
Hemilaminectomy %% © Dorsal laminectomy
pgusru dhudnfiaeiiiinisdausinszgndu
waadmead 6 lumeinedfanunsanduaiiu
IaTaelidosnindn 1osanndosludundadaus
nszndundsdiuiond 6 Tuaufenszgndunds
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Ty dund vy (Kalpravidh, 2005) uslusigenu
FniUreavui dmunnglaiinissnvinieen
swdunsiladunsedulniindssanndsain
a5 ureweInTallsa (prognosis) wagnsdenlu
135N 1089 RINI VLA LT1VDIER )
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Snwrilidenldyaiunisaneinisan mssniay
LLazmﬁxlyuz\]miﬁwmwum'ﬁzwﬂszmmu‘flwé’ﬂ

wiInnsidadenisuinduvesludunds
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wi'1ua nlweln (Magnetic Resonance Imaging;
MR)) feiduisfiaunsaitesesvanunvedle
Fundwaziiodosoulagseuldnit daefudu
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la oy 19ud ug (Shabani et al.,, 2021) ey
sreeilladlatinisnsaadie MR Wewandesiin
FrumsiddandeedionazAldane desunis
TAde901E0Ya1NNINTIAINNIY NITATIA
syuuUsEam wagnsanennsadidunan

n151Y gabapentin Tun1ssnwieinisian
$o%warduszansamlunisanuand seuy
Uszam 1il 8991nfilaseasneadeduansie
U5¢@1m Gamma-aminobutyric acid (GABA) 880
gnalagludnfu calcium channel vilkannas
va 98154 UszaLazn1s  nsee ud
postsynaptic neuron ﬁﬂiﬁﬂﬂﬁufmmﬁuﬂ’m
anas (Taylor, 1997) N151# gabapentin Iu@,ﬂ’i’a
AfinsiAes saudaluusunn 10-15 dadnsa/
Alandu s2uAU meloxicam 0.5 dadndu/Alansu
daaliaududulunataunandinnududu

Juanlunissnwneesieauliludnivindu on

wansliensmfiilinunadrafoaslinelfiin
drug interactions W gabapentin 9z A4
dudulunanaulusgduiianmnsnoongnild as
og/lduru 15 ¥alusdanrslianandanodu
(Coetzee et al., 2011)

n15l9d’e1nq u corticosteroids a7
vWa sululeean . 4 non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) Iaglaifidasngaen
grafiumnudssdonisiiaunaluszuunaiiu
o1sld Losnevhiaesnguinadiudanisadna
prostaglandin W' 1un15e"Ue siouled
cyclooxygenase (COX) & az928do3 ﬂ”‘ut,&dfaq
NIZINIL0IM1T91ANTAlUNTELNIE 1Ay
prostaglandins fnthiinszdunisvaaienuayly
asusiun SauTstaensnisinaiudonveie
UNNUAUDINIT NISaARUBY prostaglandin o
daalvinalntesiuvondoymufueimisanas
wazifinlonaiauransenisandenlunszing
awnslé (Hillier et al., 2024) nMswasun1ssnw
971 corticosteroids ULy NSAIDs 39psiseey
VgAY (washout period) Uszanal 3-5 3u Lile
anAuidsssanisinratnadedusyuumaiu
81715 (Sparkes et al., 2010)

nslde1Uimeiionruaunsinide
WNINGOUVOINTIE uroabdomen nasaINA5ld
a1055U18a 18 ceftriaxone 4 41 ungu
cephalosporin fisangniifuaening saufisesn
qusléATuLUATISvdaunsLUINLATLUATIG BN
suav Tageengn’ Sudenisadreatuvadves
LwﬂﬁL‘%mmxmmmmuqumaﬁm?ﬁ"ﬂuswu
maiuilaanyldd vonandddiauvasase
Aofuuazlafoudegs (Usefa, 2561)

msiladuludaivheiiinsuinduvesla

U [ [ A < [ A I3
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nspdulninsufunsnvimisenansatiesia
Uszans amlunisil udvesdnivaeiifinng
vinduresluduls lnenuindnsiaudisaves
ns¥nwIogil 88.5% wnriinguitlesunisinw
Mg eI 1LfgIldnanudns s s
58.3% 8n9i el szuzi0ani dndUasanuisa
ndunnduldlaglldesdaowy sdundtegne
ffoddny Tnledsuszana 10.10+6.49 Fulunay
AlFsunsiladunszduliingindunsinwinis
gfloifisuiunguiilaunisinyimnagiissesing
WenUseanu 20.83+11.99 Tu uanaliiuionig
fHardudoissnisil udavesszuulsvamly
(Hayashi et el., 2007; Jia et al., 2023)
nrsdadusaudunisnsye wli
(Electroacupuncture) @130 aL&3UNTZUIUNTT
FOULTUVDITEUUUTZEW a5 gaaUsza ey
\wad supporting aAn15L4 euveuYad Uszam
wazteilunnninssualsramauludunds

dsualitn1syinauvesszuuyseamiwuiluuiu

v (%
v I3 = v v |

FaRTU (Zeng et al., 2022) BAVTITIEIUITOY2E
anomstansiunalameszuuUszamls Taoidle
fnsnszdueiladuasiliiAnnisndansie
Usga1nlung u endogenous opioids L% W PB-
endorphin, enkephalin Lag dynorphin & 9as
waifunuimdidglunissudanisuan
LW UUIA WAaTAINITAYIBUIILNIBINT
neuropathic pain 1] (Han, 2004; Li et al., 2019)
wazgsy futnannsngndudsldidels opioid

antagonist 19U naloxone &eatiuaywinalnnig

a 1% )

sefuvinvesnsiladudainui endesiussuy

(9

endogenous opioid ag13ldBdAeY (Sodipo et
al., 1981) uenaninsiladusiuiunisnseeu
T gadgnisunisdnau (anti-inflammatory

effect) s unumdrAgysanIsanAuLd e

s99v09lvdundIn1eudanisuIndulneanuise
AaANIINA 9U89 pro-inflammatory cytokines

(Y]

dAgy @A Tumor Necrosis Factor-alpha (TNF-
a), Interleukin-1 beta (IL-1B) wag Interleukin-6
(IL-6) %aﬁmﬂwﬁﬁqﬁﬁgmmﬁamzéjul,l,amLa’%u

a a

Ujisennsoniaunuuyieniuasdeanunsauiu
AUAAYBY macrophage Lag microglia 3M1NYA
M1 (pro-inflammatory) 14Ut J u M2 (anti-
inflammatory) Wl n1seniavvesid aiie
Uszavanasuazavdasunisdoungnvosluduy
789 N158AAIUDY cytokines \and Faduug iy
N198A neuroinflammation tay edema UsLIal
Tudunds FersanmsianewadUszanuasse
A an15H uf298911571 U0 ITEULYSEAM
Aendanisuiaduaesladunds (Fang et al.,
2017; Zhao et al., 2017; Dai et al., 2021)
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Suthnandedulededdaiivedadenialuns
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v &
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AnAnssuUsENA

Y9UoUAMYAAINTITINIUIALT BN
agousudnilng wazrddndniinenies Aadm
wnnemand winerdemaluladumung 719
nsadvayuiazrlimuemdedudulszlewl
sassarudnivisatud ARDAIUVDUNTLAN
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