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Factors Related to Standard Practices of Organic Rice
Production of Farmers in Sangthong District, Vientiane

Capital, Lao PDR
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Kongkeo Inthavong”and Ruth Sirisunyaluck v

Abstract: The purposes of this research were to study 1) basic socio-economic of organic rice production
farmers in Sangthong District, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR 2) the standard practices of organic rice production of
farmers 3) factors related to standard practices for organic rice production of farmers. The sample group of the
research was 230 farmers in Sangthong District. The results of the research revealed that farmers had an
average organic rice farming area of 8.61 rais. Most of the farmers used rain water for organic rice production.
The rice variety used was "Hom Sangthong”. The farmers had an average of 3.8 years of experience in growing
organic rice. It was found that 40.4% of farmers complied with standard for organic rice at a high level.
According to the factors related to standard practices of organic rice production of farmers, it was found that the
statistically significant factors were : organic rice farming area, number of water resources, and debt. This study
revealed that farmers had problems in growing organic rice at the medium level. The important problems were
no access of information about organic rice production, limited amount of formal education, and the standard

practice of organic.rice production was complicated.

Keywords: Organic rice standards, Lao PDR.
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Table 1 Level of farmers’ standards of organic rice production

Level (item) Number (farmers.) Percentage
<20 13 57
21-25 124 53.9
> 26 93 40.4
Total | 230 100.0
Maximum 29 (item) Minimum 16 (item)
X 24.50  (item) S.D 2.195  (item)
Table 2 Mean and standard deviation of independent variables
Variables ' Mean Standard deviétion
1 Age(year) 45.60 9.18
2 Year of education (year) 6.20 2.50
3 Household's'labor (men day) 4.60 1.29
4 Organic rice production area (rai) 8.60 5.09
5  Water sources (number) 1.10 .39
6 Production cost (baht) 9,093.39 7,159.48
7 Experiences in organic rice production (years) 3.80 .55
8  Debt (dummy) 46 49
Income from organic rice production (baht) 14,211.83 12,490.23
10 Access to information on organic rice production ( degree) 1.90 .32
11 Problem‘ and obstacle in organic rice production (degree) 2.80 .25
12 Leével of Farmers’ standards of organic rice production. 24.50 2.19
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Table 3 Multiple regression analysis for factors affecting farmers’ standard of organic rice production

Variables Coefficient (b) t P-value
1 Age (year) ' -016 -.945 346
2 Year of Eduéation (year) .031 479 632
3 Household's labor (men day) .096 820 413
4 Organic rice production area (rai) .145 2.954** .003
5 Water sources (number) 1.083 2.943** .004
6  production cost (baht) -526x10°  -1.956 052
7 Experiences in organic rice production |
-.134 -.480 1632
(years)
8 Debt (dummy) -.784 -2.696** .008
9 Income from organic rice production ( baht) -1.72x10™ -.926 .355
10 Quantity of information received (degree) =374 -.834 405
11 Problem on obstacle organic rice production .
-.599 -1.044 .298
(degree)
constant 27.745 11.720 .000
R = 0.120 SEE =2.111 F=2.699 Sig of F =0.000

Note: **significantly different at P < 0.01
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