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Effect of Heat Stress on Reproductive Efficiency

in the Ruminant
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Abstract: Heat stress is one of the most important stressors influencing animal reproduction. It affects puberty,
oestrous activity, fertility, embryonic survival and foetal development. Furthermore, it is difficult to protect
animals from natural heat stress particularly in sub-tropical or tropical areas. The critical stages of reproduction
which are most susceptible to heat stress are the peri - ovulatory period and early pregnancy. The effects of heat
stress during these periods result in oestrus inhibition, fertilization failure and embryonic loss which are major

sources of economic loss to the livestock industry.
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