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Business — oriented Production of the Cooperative Women

Group in the Upper North of Thailand
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Abstract : The objective of this research was to investigate the business — oriented production of the cooperative
women groups in the upper north of the country. Population studied were chairladies of cooperative women groups
who owned business — oriented production. The results of this study showed that there were 33 cooperative women
groups in the upper north which owned business — oriented production. Sixteen groups of which were in Chiang Mai
Province. These productions were categorized into 5 types including food preservation, hand — woven fabric and its
products, nursery plant, plant product preservation, and others. There were total of 54 products.

Chairladies of the women cooperative groups were 43.74 years of age, mostly married with primary school
education and occupied this position for about 2.65 years. The study on profit margin showed that nursery plant
production was the production with most rate return of 96 percent. Other productions with more than 50 percent rate
return included Kao — tan, concentrated passion fruit juice, bucket drinking water, lady’s dress and banana paste. Most
of the production gained more than 30 percent return rate. While some productions lost profit margin which were
broom, funerial ceremony flower arrangement, fresh flower wreath and chili paste. Long shelve live products had more
marketing channels than any other kind of products.

It was suggested that supporting on low cost — high profit margin production e.g. nursery plant production

should be promoted. Development of the products and market should be done at the same time.
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Table 1 Women groups with business-oriented production in the upper north.

Province Number of women groups with business-oriented production Percentage
Chiang Mai 16 48.49
Chiang Rai 3 9.09
Lumphun 2 6.06
Lampang 2 6.06
Mae Hong Son 2 6.06
Phrae 2 6.06
Nan 1 3.03
Payao 3 9.09
Tak 2 6.06
Total 3 ) 100
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Table 2 Different types of business-oriented production.

Types of business-oriented production Number Percentage
Food Preservation 22 40.74
Hand-women fabric and its products 19 35.18
Nursery plant 6 1L11
Plant product preservation 4 7.41
Others 3 5.56
Total 54 100
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Table 3 Characteristics of cooperative women group chairladies.

Characteristics Number Percentage Mean
Sex ]
Female 34 97.14
Male 1 2,86
Age (Year)
Under 40 years 9 25.71 43.74
40 - 49 years 18 51.43
50-59 years 7 20.00
Over 59 years 1 2.86
Marital Status
Single 4 13.43
Married 30 85.71
Widow 1 2.86
Education -
Higher than primary school 11 3143
Prinary school 24 68.57
Occupied group chairladies (Year)
Least than 1 year 7 20,00 2.65
1-2year 12 34.29
More than 2 years 16 4571
Total 35 100

Note : There are 3 sub-groups in cooperative women group in Song Distaict, Phrae Province.
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Table 4 Characteristics of cooperative women group.

Characteristics Number Percentage Mean
Age (year) .
Less than 1 year 6 17.14 3.11
1-2 years . 1 3143
more than 2 years 18 51.43
Member at first establishment
Less than 20 persons 15 42.86 46.11
20 - 30 persons 9 251
31 -40 persons 2 M
41 - 50 persons 4 11.43
more than 50 persons 5 14.29
Member at present
Less than 20 persons 9 25.711 46.14
20 - 30 persons 12 34.29
31 - 40 persons 3 8.57
41 - 50 persons 4 11.43
more lthan 50 persons 7 20.00
First activity
Occupational training 30 85.74
Others ' 5 14.29
Investment capital source
Member ) 15 42.86 193,700.20
Non-member 20 57.14 272,701.50
Loan 16 45.71 189,213.13
None 19 54.29 151,977.05
Group income management
Group saving 19 54.29
Dividend 9 25.712
Others 7 19.99
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Table 5 Cost and benefit of some business-oriented productions of cooperative women group.

No. Production type cost per unit Total coast Selling price Benefit (Baht) Percentage
Variable Fix (Baht) per unit per unit {Benefit)
1 Nursery plant 0.30 - 0.30 7.50 7.20 96.00
Kaotan 0.34 0.10 0.44 1.00 0.56 56.00
3 Concentrated passien 11.22 7.15 18.37 39.52 21.15 53.52
fruit juice (750 cc.)
4 Bucket drinking water 2,01 0.2 2.33 8.20 5.97 72.80
5 Banana paste 32.70 11.14 33.84 84.00 50.16 59.71
6  Lady’s fress 366.00 4.86 370.86 800.00 429.14 53.64
7  Broom 20.25 0.29 20.54 16.00 -4.54 -2838
8  Flower arrangement  1,610.50 5.25 1,615.75 1,600.00 ~15.75 -0.98
9  Flower wreath 186.56 0.87 187.13 105.48 -81.66 -71.41
10  Chili paste 280.07 7.78 287.85 200.00 -87.85 -43.93
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Figure 1 Marketing channel of long-shelf live product.

302



8]

gInomInanvaanguansannsaimmviioneuuy

Producer

Order : Co-op group

Figure 2 Marketing channel of short-shelf live product.
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Figure 3 Marketing channel of cotton material.
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Consumer )

Figure 4 Marketing channel of Sa paper and its product.
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