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Socio-economic Factors Influencing Good Agricultural Practices
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Abstract: The main objective of this study was studied the impact of socio-economic factors on herbal farmers
in Buriram Province in their adoption of Good Agricultural Practices (GAP). A total of seventy-six out of ninety-
four herbal farmers from Nong Hong, Nong Ki, and Lam Plai Mat Districts, who were officially certified by
the Department of Agriculture for herb cultivation in according to the 2022 database, were selected as
informants using the Krejcie and Morgan sampling method. Data were collected through a questionnaire
which passed the reliability test with a confidence level of 0.86 during March and April 2023. Statistical
analyses, including descriptive statistics such as mean, percentages, and standard deviations, as well as
inferential statistics of multiple regression analysis, were conducted. The results revealed that herbal farmers
had the highest level of adoption of GAP principles in all aspects. The multiple regression analysis also
indicated that two socio-economic factors, namely contact with agricultural extension officers and receiving
information through various channels, significantly influenced the adoption of GAP at the 0.01 and 0.05
significant levels, respectively. The findings of this study provide empirical data that can assist relevant

agencies in planning, promoting, and enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of herb production.
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Table 1. Details of the dependent and independent variables used in the multiple regression equation

Variables

Detail

Good agricultural practices level (Y)

Contact with agricultural extension officers (X,)
Membership in an agricultural group or institution
X,)

Social status (X,)

Access to public or private sector assistance (X,)

Gaining social acceptance from being ownership of

legally cultivated land (X5)

Receiving information through various channels (X,)

mean of practice level
times/year

number
1=vyes,0=no
1 = received, 0 = not received

1 =owner, 0 = hire

number
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Table 2. The understanding level towards herbal growing methods under the standards of good agricultural

practices
Good agricultural practices Mean S.D. Practice level
1. Water 4.46 0.57 Highest
2. Planting area 412 0.78 High
3. Pesticides 4.72 0.51 Highest
4. Pre-harvest quality management 4.41 0.60 Highest
5. Harvest and post-harvest handlings 4.73 0.42 Highest
6. Storage and Transportation 4.78 0.38 Highest
7. Personal hygiene 4.49 0.57 Highest
8. Record keeping and traceability 4.21 0.87 Highest
Mean 4.49 0.41 Highest
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sxwinetlsaassdanfules aafunisazifinda
ANNAFIUNNTIATITDADRLNY (Phuseeomn, 2018)
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Table 3. Multiple regression analysis of socio-economic factors influencing the adoption of good agricultural practices

Variables Coefficient (b) t P-value
Constant 4.511 8.361 <0.001
1. Contact with agricultural extension officers 0.058 3.106 0.003**
2. Membership in an agricultural group or institution -0.456 -1.193 0.239
3. Social status -0.136 -1.049 0.300
4. Access to public or private sector assistance -0.234 -1.298 0.201
5. Gaining social acceptance from being ownership of -0.159 -0.412 0.682

legally cultivated land
6. Receiving information through various channels 0.236 2.385 0.021*
R =0.558 R?=0.311 SEE = 0.35809 F =23.314 Sig of F = 0.009

Remarks: * Significant different at P < 0.05, ** Significant different at P <0.01
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