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Abstract: Entomopathogenic fungi serve as crucial natural enemies to insect pests including the pink stem
borer, Sesamia inferens (Walker) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae), an important pest of sugarcane in Thailand.
Therefore, the first laboratory assessment performed to evaluate the efficacy of entomopathogenic fungi for
controlling S. inferens was conducted under the aims of determining the pathogenicity and virulence of four
species and seven isolates of entomopathogenic fungi: Beauveria bassiana isolate B0O01, B. bassiana isolate
B002, Fusarium sp. isolate FSS, Metarhizium anisopliae isolate M001, M. anisopliae isolate M002 ,
M. anisopliae isolate MSS and Purpureocillium lilacinum isolate PSS, retrieved from National Biological
Control Research Center (NCBRC), Central Regional Center and Kasetsart University, Kamphaeng Saen
Campus, Nakhon Pathom, to control S. inferens through topical application by dropping the conidia
suspension of the pathogenic fungilocally on the intersegmental membrane of the thorax between segment
1 and segment 2 of the 4th instar larvae under laboratory conditions. The result revealed that B. bassiana
isolate BO01, M. anisopliae isolate MO01 and M. anisopliae isolate MSS could infect the fourth instar larvae
of S. inferens with mortality rates at 37.50+5.80, 72.50+£9.60 and 85.00+£5.80 % and the LT, at 18.12, 6.03
and 2.93 days, respectively. M. anisopliae isolate M0O01 and M. anisopliae isolate MSS that elicited more
than 50 percent mortality against S. inferens were further assessed for their virulence. The latter isolate was

more virulent than the former one with LC,, values of 3.69 x 10°and 4.73 x 10° conidia per milliliter, respectively.
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Lastly, M. anisopliae isolate MSS, the most virulent fungal pathogen among the tested species, was
evaluated against S. inferens larvae of instars 2-3, 4-5, and 6-7 for its virulence. Remarkably, the fungus
infected S. inferens larvae of different ages and showed infectivity to its host with LC_, values of 9.26x10",

6.02x10° and 5.12x10° conidia per milliliter, respectively.

Keywords: Entomopathogenic fungi, pink stem borer, Sesamia inferens, Beauveria bassiana, Metarhizium

anisopliae
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é’@ﬂaml‘lq (Sesamia inferens (Walker) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae)) %Iﬁ”mLﬂuLLumﬁvﬁlﬁz@ﬂﬁmﬂ;mmé’@ﬂuﬂi:mﬂ—
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L%@ 71 Metarhizium anisopliae lalaian MO L%@ 71 M. anisopliae lalaian M002 L%fa 71 M. anisopliae
lolaan MSS uas 13851 Purpureocillium lilacinum lelmian PSS ﬁﬁlqiﬁi”ummfaumm:ﬁmﬂ AUERALATLIAN
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WUBU S. inferens IR INAGTRT mﬂmmmmﬂmumﬂ‘[ﬂmmwmmmwmmm‘iiml,mmmL@Wﬁ”wmmm
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dos 2 9in 3 lelmian fiaunsarielsafumuey S inferens 1duridesn B. bassiana lalsian BOOT 193
M. anisopliae lo¥1ian MOO1UA @031 M. anisopliae laltian MSS v luuenilsnsinisne 37.50+5.80,
72.5049.60 Uaz 85.00+5.80 ilafifusl uazen LT, 18.12, 6.03 uay 2.93 4u AINaAL anfuiwaniada
nsaenafinlsaiunueu S. inferens NS A3INNIANENINNTT 50 WlefiFus wninnImadeuAIN-
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S. inferens l8Andndes M. anisopliae ”Lfa‘l}m,@w MO001 HFn LC,, Wiy 4.73 x 10° uaz 3.69 x 10° TaliAasia
LadAAT ATNANAL Iumummmmﬂummﬂ @937 M. an/so,o//ae laldian MSS emmfmmut,w\mmm’tum?ﬂ@
Tspraaiasiauuniildnaaet umadeuiLMaY S. inferens 38 2-3, 4-5 WAL 6-7 13831 M. anisopliae
ToTmian MSS Asnataarunsniinnalsadiuune S. inferens AN LC,, winiu 9.26x10%, 6.02x10° uaz 5.12
x 10° TafliAesaladans mua1AL

AFIATY: L%m’]mm&ﬂimmm Mu@ulﬂ"}zﬁ’]ﬁmmm@mﬁﬂﬂfgﬂmm Sesamia inferens, Beauveria bassiana,

Metarhizium anisopliae
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inferens (Walker) (Lepidoptera:Noctuidae) L 1uiag %ﬂﬁmwmm‘ﬁﬂ Lmﬂu‘ﬂ‘ﬂ‘ﬂﬂmLtﬂﬂiﬁﬂmvﬂvﬂm i
Angidndnyluniainnzdgnden iflesanniduuas fergduas v linandnuazqunindesanas
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Lta:ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂamuw Sesamia inferens (Walker) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) ludsznalne
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wazaieiwlussuuniaiue uisresuuas
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uNas 19U 1 Fesdeendy au iy uazdadedy
Tunsunsnszanalatifaliluaninuandanlann
(Attathom, 2003)
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uATUTN FEUdNURBUTUINAN W.A. 2562 - LABU
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(Tonphukhiaw et al. 2018; Tuncer and Aker, 2017)
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7 URLNAT AU 10 ARBNARY A1UIW 5 NABY
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sldvunseaeiagemndrzassniuiiuglWe
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WANIaUNU ‘lmﬂfaummummm@mq 1 1 fifus
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Table 1. List of entomopathogenic fungi, and their previous insect hosts, pathenogenic and virulent

screening on pink stem borer (Sesamia inferens (Walker)) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae)

Species' Isolates Insect hosts
Beauveria bassiana BOO1 Nilaparvata lugens (Stal) (Hemiptera: Delphacidae)
Beauveria bassiana B002 Phyllotreta sinuata Stephens (Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae)
Fusarium sp. FSS Chilo tumidicostalis (Hampson)(Lepidoptera: Pyralidae)
Metarhizium anisopliae MOO1 Dorysthenes buqueti Guerin (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae)
Metarhizium anisopliae M002 Oryctes rhinoceros (Linnaeus) (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae)
Metarhizium anisopliae MSS Chilo tumidicostalis (Hampson)(Lepidoptera: Pyralidae)
Purpureocillium lilacinum PSS Chilo tumidicostalis (Hampson)(Lepidoptera: Pyralidae)

'Source: National Biological Control Research Center (NBCRC), Central Regional Center, Kasetsart University, Kamphaeng

Saen Campus, Nakhon Pathom
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Lta:ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂamuw Sesamia inferens (Walker) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) ludsznalne
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1952) pa8l Excel version 2021 (Mekapogu, 2021)
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Tsaunaeaninoinguussaeanisnalinlageqn
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1.0 x10°% 1.0 x 10" uaz 1.0 x 10° IntliResia i aaans
nIsadBaz 10 #4291 4 91 Wiuifieufunssuas
AILIAN (Tween 80 AANNLENTY 0.1 1Wlafidus) Aae
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(N99NRTAYLAN) Fanuauldnwzlng (Figure 1a)
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ﬁmmwmmmﬁﬂﬁ’uu@u S. inferens An3mne
7 50 Lﬂfailfﬂum LT,,) Tuseae Lqmmummmmu 2.93
Fulpedan M. anisopliae laltan MSS (Table 2)

ANHANAREYE 11931 B. bassiana altian
BOO1 ‘ﬁl,l,ﬂﬂvlﬁ'ﬂ’m N. lugens L%'aﬂ M. anisopliae
lalaian M001 fiuanldainuuay D. buqueti
Laziiain M. anisopliae lalgian MSS finan'ld
AINuuau C. tumidicostalis danunsndnalsaiy
S. inferens MuSRINTvN L MUAY S, inferens Qdﬁd
Feuaz 85 luszazioan 10 Ju nasladudalafiiae
18917091 Fagenndauaziilullufianiafeay
AN3AN® Varma and Tandan (1 996) WAy Varma et a/
(1988) Alglsvifiunnanalsnunaidas B bassiana i
LEINANNALANTRITBIAI Phytoscaphus sp.LL@mm’]
M. anisopliae ﬁLLﬂﬂiﬁ@’mﬁLg@mm Pyrilla perpusilla
anunsnudnrelsaiuveszed 5 994 S. inferens 1
20 - 70 Wloifus wilunnsAneniusasuailafifus
mmmﬁqaﬂdmﬁnﬁaﬂ

msmmaaumwguuswmL%@mmmsﬁsﬂ
unasRRAMNaInsalunisdnalsafunuay
LAERIAUUAZEDADDEFTNW

nsnARasEas® 1 ann1maaesdnaiy
enidendenanmnlsaunas M. anisopliae Tl
1% MO0 WAz @831 M. anisopliae lalmian MSS
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Figure 1. Symptoms of larval cadavers of Sesamia inferens (Walker) (a) Normal and (b) infected by Beauveria
bassiana B001, (c) Metarhizium anisopliae M001, (d) Metarhizium anisopliae MSS. Each bar represents

2 millimeters

Table 2. Mortality of the fourth instar larvae of Sesamia inferens (Walker) at day 10 after contact to conidia
suspension of entomopathogenic fungi at 1.0 x 10® conidia/milliliter and their median lethal time

values (LT,)

95% Fiducial CI

Fungi % Mortality LT,, (days)

Lower Upper
Beauveria bassiana B001 37.50 £ 5.80 18.12 8.88 36.97
Beauveria bassiana B002 0.00 - - -
Fusarium sp. FSS 0.00 - - -
Metarhizium anisopliae M001 72.50 + 9.60 6.03 4.94 7.36
Metarhizium anisopliae M002 0.00 - - -
Meatrhizium anisopliae MSS 85.00 + 5.80 2.93 2.21 3.87
Purpureocillium lilacinum PSS 0.00 - - -

Control (distilled water mixed with 0.1% Tween 80) 0.00 - - -
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fianunsadanalspiuuuan S. inferens finnsene
11NN91 50 afidus (Table 2) HANINARBLAITN
g‘mm‘lummﬁﬁﬂimﬁm’mvﬁmiummmmmfaﬂ
TZALANN °] Franadudusesansusauaesdas
M. anisopliae lalmian MSS HAanguuaaluniaifin
Tsfunueu S. inferens HA N ndua0ans
W9uARE TR AN LC,, Yeundnides M. anisopliae
laTgian MOO1 Geiipn LG, 1y 473 x 10 ks
3.69 x 10° IntlinesiaNadans mNATAL (Table 3)
UESIEARG LR HEATIERG TN Fastiu unsdd
danunsaRansnldannaszazinaniin ey
S. inferens MNETREIAE 50 L%'a'a“’] M. anisopliae lalg-
van MSS fiuen'ldannuuauaas C. tumidicostalis
(MuanlanzafuLaztandaaanaqa ) HAu-
suusslunisdnalsafiuuueu S. inferens luAau-
dWnduaeslatiihauaauaes LC,, 4.73x 10° Tatiins
Hoflaaans NH1N1 13090 M. anisopliae M001
flusnlsdainuueu D. bugueti LC,, 3.69x 10°
lniliiasiefiadans ilasaniien LT, waz LC,,

FNNGININDN 2.06 LAY 12.82 11 ANANAY 119l

um*mﬂuiﬂimqLLummmmmmfam M. anisopliae
lalgian MSS e mﬂumm C. tumidicostalis T9H
AN INATANUNUAY S. inferens NNNNILNAIRIAR
18413031 M. anisopliae lalsian M001 Miiugaq
waRENRas D. buqueti

ﬁ?@fm M. anisopliae ﬁﬂmamﬁmuﬂ’m%
ananalsaluuuadldd Tunguassuuasainan
yauRiAauazuaudas Taeafinalnnnsvinensily

£
a

wm@uimmquL%mﬁmLwﬂimmmﬁmiﬂﬁwﬁq
ANFTaILNAY Lazdautedlaiiineseaninaa Ay
AALANAILLAT Baiiilszann 50 - 90 lefidus
(Thungrabeab, 2018) @8AARBNILINNTINEN11UTD
Wangspa et al. (2015) F9l8AN AN TLT RN A
WU A9NT19 Sitophilus oryzae flAnnan 66.53,
64.21 UAT 46.96 \aFITUR lUTzasnuau ANLA LAY
AALANdE MINAIAL nadaInaleafeanuniney
it 1L uaaa Tinna3n4 blastospore WAz
Funmuluszuuidaentaaunad nldunanans
a1NNT8auULaLAZANE (Thungrabeab, 2018) aginals
fimu ﬂqwmﬂummmmmmmmmwLuﬂﬂmqﬂu
umiummmm;ﬂmmm@uim LATAITFBIN
nsdnenlumeazBaaiaiusell lunimeaed
adldAniAanidesn M. anisopliae lalian MSS 1ite
nagavluansudn

nanAaastasd 2 naaInnIIMAadties
A 118 danidasn M. anisopliae lalgian MSS
nagaLANIusluNadnnelsafiLwey S. inferens
Iui:ﬂ:mim?mLﬁu‘llmfa\muauﬁmnrﬁmﬁu 3 194
{831 M. anisopliae lalian MSS flarnguusely
nndnnalsatunuen S. inferens Tulsazdaanns-
WwanyAuTaLansfeiu Inavuau S. inferens 1x8ie
Fudu (Toft 2-3) fld LCSOﬁ'aﬂ'ﬁlqm ANIUUBY
S. inferens 38 UNAN (“jVF;I‘ﬁI 4-5) LAY Uuau
S. inferens sztizienine (Fei 6-7) flein LC,, mﬂ‘ﬁqm
TnafAvinty 9.26 x 10°,6.02x 10° uaz 5.12 x 10°
IrTliReraRanans MNANGL (Table 4)

Table 3. Median lethal concentration (LC,,) of Metarhizium anisopliae isolate M001 and M. anisopliae isolate

MSS on the fourth instar larvae of Sesamia inferens (Walker) after topical application of suspension

concentrations ranging from 1.0x 10° to 1.0 x 10° conidia/milliliter.

LCy, 95 % Fiducial Cl
Fungi o
(conidia/ml) Lower Upper
Metarhizium anisopliae isolate MOO1 3.69 x 10° 5.17 x 10° 2.64 x 10"
Metarhizium anisopliae isolate MSS 4.73x10° 5.47 x 10" 4.09 x 10°
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Table 4. Median lethal concentration (LC,,) of Metarhizium anisopliae MSS on different instar larvae of

Sesamia inferens (Walker) after the topical application of suspension concentrations ranging from

1.0x 10* to 1.0 x 10°® conidia/milliliter.

95 % Fiducial ClI

Larval instar HCs
(conidia/ml) Lower Upper
2" - 3¢ 9.26 x 10" 1.47 x 10°* 5.82x10°
4" - 5" 6.02x 10° 1.27 x 10° 2.58 x 10°
6"-7" 512 x 10° 1.27 x 10° 2.06 x 10

devnden M. anisopliae lalaian MSS
171'5?rﬂfmugumwmmsﬁaimﬁuuu@u S. inferens
Tuszazuneuiiunndiai mm?umwmémﬁ
M. anisopliae lalm1an MSS A28 LC,, 1finau
atnsrialiies Wevneuilszasifinay uansdaded
ﬂfmmmm‘luﬂwm’mﬂimﬂuuuauiumqqqaw 2-3
mrmmm LLammmmmum@um@m‘lmu@mmm 6-
7 festmesunaailuadevilaitnasenisidvinans
ﬂﬂﬁL%’aﬁ"] %'qLwi@:'fmmLmeﬁmm'a'@uLLwim%@
uansinet Inedesanunsadnelsafuvueuds
pulsdnsnduuausaving (Paﬂrupanusara 201 1)

ANHANTNARBIATITILNNT AN ASILEN
Tutlszmalnafividesdelspgesuuasmagey
Lﬁlmﬂuummamuawu@u S. inferens Tudet uay
funaldiudnidesn M. anisopliae Tolaian MSS
annnsninlidseynaldluntsdasiuniidnnueu
S. inferens I8 afigai aausflugesdenuade
FIUIINAANTDILALNAGAL M. anisopliae laldian
Tnal N LL@mﬂiwmmﬂuLLﬂmwmmmemu m@”m
1813037 T s @B AN LAY mmmu 959N
aanatlag v 1 mmmumm (encapsulation)
Waldidesanunsanusegninuandan wazly
frunislantaasansfisyinliiuafinideldAiy
Lﬁ'@@umm%@mzﬁ“uﬁ@ﬁuﬁqu,mm (Celestino and
Oliveira, 2022; Meirelles et al., 2023) UANAINNITUN
L%’ﬂ 31 M. anisopliae HNAYUANNUAU S. inferens
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m?ﬁﬂmmﬂﬂwﬁmﬁﬁ'mL@?mmnﬁﬁyﬁuimiu
888 (endophyte) e lsudesfinanuiumiuse
nnsiinanses S. inferens uazluNANARS DY
Hudnyanesinaula fuasinsfneluusideme
(Elena et al., 2011; Siqueira et al., 2020; Meirelles
et al., 2023)
a9

nsAdASanATudaE 2 Tuneundn Ae
Funeuusn ﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬂm‘ﬂ\‘lL%’E]?’]@’]Lﬁﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬂl,mm AU
4 9in 7 laTaian Aa 1. 13931 B. bassiana lelian
B0O1 ﬁLLﬂﬂﬂﬂ N Nilaparvata lugens (Stal) 2. L%'ﬂi?
B. bassiana a1 Lav B0 fiuanann Phyliotreta
smua/a Stephens 3. L‘ﬁ'ﬂ?’l Fusarium sp. VL@TSHL@‘V]
FSS VlLLF;Iﬂ@’m Chilo tum/o’/costa//s (Hampson) 4. Lﬂmm
M. anisopliae VL'E]TG]]LZW] MO001 ‘VlLLEmW’m Dorysthenes
buquet/ Guerin 5. L‘ijﬂ M. anisopliae lalgian MOO2
AeNann Orysthenes rhinoceros (Llnnaeus) 6. mm
M. anisopliae loldian MSS ‘Vl LENATNUUB Y
C. tumidicostalis uax 7. 3837 P. lilacinum lalaian
PSS flueinanWuew C. tumidicostalis fTUMUa L
S. inferens e f1ANNg NANNIARNIBINLAN afeh
sufes 2 98n 3 Telmian Aanunsanalsafumuey
S. inferens l&un 1@a31 B. bassiana lalsian BOO1
@831 M. anisopliae lalian MOOT LAz LT 031
M. anisopliae lalgian MSS mﬂ&usl,u%umuﬁ@m
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miwmmummgumwmL%mﬁwudﬁ a3
M. anisopliae lolgian MSS HA1 LC,, 11N 4.73 x
10° Tnlifsafiadams 39mndnE@esn M. anisopliae
lelnian M001 7iitein LC,, winriu 3.60x 10° Tniliteste
TnAART 831 M. anisopliae lalnian MSS fidnanm
Tunaih ldlddeeaiunqpuuau S. inferens 16
naAnssndseznA

1070 UAMARTIAEAIUANAR AT InY
FUVFETUWITIR NIANAN NUNINENFBINHASANART
INYNIANTWNIUAW UATLITN fl%AnuatAT L
L‘-?'j”faiwml,wﬁammm Yan ainsal a9l uay
anuiiiinimeaes
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