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Abstract

The organic system is an important in agricultural production. This study was conducted to investigate: 1) socio-
economic attributes of farmers 2) need of fruit production extension under the organic system of the farmers; 3) factors
affecting need for fruit production extension under the organic system and 4) encountered problems and suggestions about fruit
production extension and fruit market of the farmers in Nong Kaew Royal Development Project Center, Chiang Mai Province.
This study in January 2016 — December 2016. The sample group in this study consisted of 130 farmers. A set of questionnaires
was used for data collection and analyzed by using descriptive statistics and multiple regression

The results of the study revealed that the most of the respondents were male and 48 years old on average. The
household 5 members on average, they had 2 members of schooling age and 3 household workforces on average. Household
income 3,277 baht per month on average. Household land holding 9.31 rais on average. The most of them perceived news in
agricultural or information through various media more than 20 times per month. They contacted agricultural extension worker
once a month and participated in village tradition activities 3 times a month on average The most of the respondents has never
participated in agricultural activities. They had training experience in agricultural once a year on average. The respondents had
been growing fruit trees for 8 years on average. It was found they had a high level of knowledge and understanding about
organic fruit tree growing. The respondents had a moderate level of needs for fruit tree production extension under the organic
system Factors effecting needs for fruit production extension under the organic system of the respondents included information
perception though various media and agricultural extension worker contact with a statistical significances level at 0.01.

The encountered problems of production and fruit market were the respondents have lacked of new knowledge and
techniques about production and processing under the organic system, low yield quality, yield price fluctuation, cannot sale
yields because lack of standards . The following were suggestions of the respondents: 1) the royal project or government should
support on fruit tree growing under the organic system, 2) it should have a project in an area where farmers have interested, 3)
it should have the provision of new fruit tree varieties for growing, 4) it should have the assurance of yield price in advance; and

5) it should have a market for the yields lack of standards.

Keywords: Needs, Factors, Organic farming, Marketing and Royal project
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Table 1 Socio-economic attributes of the respondents

Independent variables

Dependent variable Needs of farmers

b t Sig.
1. Sex 129 1.467 146
2. Age .002 566 573
3. Education attainment .096 1.002 319
4. A number of household members .024 975 332
5. Household incomes 2.406E-005 1.411 161
6. Household land holding -.003 -1.196 235
7. Information perception though various media .016 4.588 .000
8. Agricultural worker contact -120 2,889 .005
9. Participation in village tradition -.046 -1.425 157
10. Participation in agricultural activities .054 711 479
11. Training experience .055 .807 422
12. Fruit tree growing experience .007 .929 .355
13. Farmer knowledge and understanding .023 1.084 .281
Constant .893
R’ 358 35.8 %
F 4.114
Sig. F .000

Remark: **statistically significances level at 0.01
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