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Abstract

Aspergillus spp. have been identified more than 185 species, less than 20 of which are
known to cause human and animal diseases. Some Aspergillus spp. are opportunistic fungi and
considered as causative agent of skin disease in pets. The aim of this study was to investigate the
prevalence of Aspergillus spp. in domestic cats. A total of 81 hair coat samples were collected at
Market subdistrict, Muang district, Mahasarakham province, Thailand. The samples were cultured
on PDA for 14 days, then morphological identification of fungal colony were made base on
microscopic characterization toward taxonomy evaluation. The results showed that fungal
colonies from domestic cats at 75.31% (61/81), with Aspergillus spp. and other fungi were 64.20%
(52/81) and 11.11% (9/81), respectively. In conclusion, this studied that Aspergillus spp. can be

detected from the hair coat of domesticated cats (Felis catus).
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Table 1. Percentage of domestic cats (Felis catus) with Aspergillus—cultured positive in

Talad sub-district, Muang district, Mahasarakham province

ltems Number of sample Percentage (%)

Aspergillus-cultured negative samples 20 24.69 (20/81)

Aspergillus-cultured positive samples 61 75.31 (61/81)
1. Aspersillus spp. 52 64.20 (52/81)
2. Others 9 11.11 (9/81)

Total 81 100.00

" P<0.05

Table 2. Prevalence of Aspergillus spp. in cats in relation to different factors in this study

ltems Percentage (%)
Breed DSH breed 62.96 (52/81)
Mixed breed 1.23(1/81)
Persians breed 0.00 (0/81)
Khao Manee breed 0.00 (0/81)
Sex Male 41.98 (34/81)°
Female 22.22 (18/81)
Age Kitten (birth - 7 months) 2.47 (2/81)
Junior (7 months - 3 years) 6.17 (5/81)

Prime (3 - 7 years)
Mature (7 - 10 years)
Senior (11 - 14 years)

Geriatric (> 15 years)

17.28 (14/81)
30.86 (25/81)"
6.17 (5/81)
1.23 (1/81)

* P<0.05



Fig. 1 Pictures of this study were; A: furs collection site in cat; B: filter paper position on agar plate and C: colony morphology of Aspergillus spp. grown on PDA
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