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Abstract

The objectives of the study on “Guidelines on Developing the Network of Young Generation of
Agricultural SMEs Entrepreneurs” were 1) to investigate members of the network and the network of young
generation of SMEs agricultural enterprises (SMEs) entrepreneurs, 2) to analyze the administrative struc-
ture of the network of young generation of SMEs agricultural enterprises, 3) to analyze networking with
the member groups and related sectors, and 4) to explore guidelines and plans for the network development
of the entrepreneurs. The population of study was 204 members of the community enterprises which were
registered with the Department of Agricultural Extension. This was a qualitative research whose data were
collected by setting 10 meetings/seminars for the young generation of entrepreneurs, 9 provincial level
meetings/ seminars and 1 country level meeting/seminar. The research methodologies were as follows: 1)
exchanging and gathering information in various situations, 2) analyzing the administrative structure of
the network, the networking and the issues related to the network; and 3) studying guidelines and plans
for the network development of the entrepreneurs by grouping the members according to their provincial
groups. The data were analyzed by classifying and grouping them, and describing the relationship with the
link-network data.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) the young generation of SMEs agricultural entre-
preneurs had a clear understanding of the principles of self-development as well as how to develop their
products to meet standards, and they wanted knowledge of community enterprise operations adhering to
the legislation on Community Enterprise Promotion Act launched in 2005, 2) the network administrative
structure was divided into 2 levels, these were the network committee and the network members. Regard-
ing the network committee, it was divided into regional level networks and provincial level networks, 3)
the networking member had been linked with related groups/sectors, government groups/sectors, private
groups/sectors, or state enterprise sectors. These were both direct networking and indirect networking
through activities and multiple medias. The study also revealed that there were 8 networking issues, these
were the networking in the aspect of learning and member development, production resource manage-
ment, production development, processing to add value to their products, the standardization of their prod-
ucts, marketing and their produce/ products distribution, group/network management, and coordination
and communication. In addition, the result showed that there were 4 aspects of guidelines and plans for
the network development. These aspects were member/network development and network management,
production development, marketing and packaging development, and monitoring system to guarantee the
standardization of their products.

Keywords: Guideline on Network Development, Young Generation of Agricultural SMEs Entrepreneu
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