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Abstract

The effect of paclobutrazol (PBZ) on shoot induction of Etlingera elatior (Jack) R.M. Smith. was
investigated. Initial shoot tip explants were cultured on Murashige and Skoog (MS) medium supplemented
with benzyladenine (BA) at 3 mg/l and PBZ at 5 different concentrations (0, 10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 mg/l).
All cultures were incubated at 25+2 °C under cool white fluorescent light at intensity of 2,000 lux 16 hour
photoperiod per day and maintained for 8 weeks. Shoots developed into multiple shoots on MS medium
supplemented with all concentrations of PBZ. However no significant difference in percentage of shoot
induction and a number of shoots/explant was found whereas significant difference (p<0.05) was obtained
in length of shoot on 40 and 50 mg/l PBZ containing MS medium among other concentrations of PBZ. The
medium supplemented with 50 mg/l PBZ gave the lowest average length of shoot at 1.25 cm.
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