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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this survey research were to examine (1) people’ s participation in the
Local Health Insurance fund (2) relationship between demographic factors and people’s
participation of the Local Health Insurance fund activities (3) problems, obstacles, and recom-
mendations regarding people’s participation in the local Health Insurance fund operations in
Yala province.The population was 103,348 of local Health Insurance fund members in Yala
Province. A sample of 178 members were recruited by stratified sampling method. A ques-
tionnaire, with its reliability of 0.83 ,was utilized in the study. Data were manipulated and
analyzed by a statistical package and presented in percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and Pearson’s product cornlation.

The results revealed that; 1) most participants (75.3%) were female, 46.89% aged rang-
ing from 31-45 years old, 61.59% were Muslim, 63.28% were married, 28.41% were elemen-
tary education graduates, 37.85% were professional contractors, 51.33% had a below 50,000
baht annual average income, 31.58% had 21-30 years of residency in the area, 26.71% were
members of various organizations, 6.82% were group/community leaders, 43.75% were health
volunteers. Regarding perception aspect, 70.06% recognized the Local Health Insurance fund,
61.29% were informed by other people, 52.81% were informed by other people, relatives, or
community leaders. Most activities they participated in were a health promotion campaign
of working out ( 67.42%). The Local Health Insurance operations and participation were at
a moderate level. 2) Regarding social demographic and social characteristics of participants
i.e., social role, participants’ perception of the Local Health Insurance fund, the Local Health
Insurance fund management, significantly related to the Local Health Insurance fund activity
participation at p< 0.01 3) Major problems and obstacles for the Local Health Insurance fund
operations were time constraints and inadequate publicizing. Recommendations from this
study were that there should be mass-accessible activities and adequate mass publicizing.

Keywords: participation, Local Health Insurance fund, Yala province
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