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Abstract

Cognitive function is a significant factor in breast cancer patients. Especially, incidence rates of
cognitive dysfunctions in patients with breast cancer are more than 75%. Cognitive dysfunctions in pa-
tients lead to poor quality of life. This study was a systematic review and the purpose of this study was to
examine studies that focused on cognitive functions, and factors associated with breast cancer patients.
The samples were Seven-teen studies of published research from electronic media, libraries, and databases
in western literature during 1995 to 2011. Data and characteristics of the studies were collected by an

instrument developed based on a literature review.
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Results of the study yielded factors related to cognitive functions which were age, chemotherapy
agents, dose and duration of treatment, anemia, comorbidity, fatigue and anxiety. Recommendation: The
result of this study can be used as an evidenced base to improve nursing care and nursing research regard-
ing cognitive functions in breast cancer patients.

Keywords : breast cancer, cognitive functions, chemotherapy, systematic literature review
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