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Abstract

Plastic waste is one of the most pressing global environmental challenges, escalating in severity and
urgently requiring sustainable management solutions. Converting plastic waste into energy—particularly in the
form of waste plastic oil (WPO) via pyrolysis—has garnered widespread attention in the research community.
Such interest is due to its potential to reduce persistent, non-biodegradable waste while simultaneously
generating a viable alternative energy source. This review article gathers, examines, and combines current
research about WPO, looking at its physical and chemical traits, how it performs in engines, how it burns, and

its exhaust emissions compared to regular diesel fuel. The findings reveal that WPO possesses a hydrocarbon
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composition and heating value similar to fossil-based fuels and can be used in diesel engines with minimal
modification. However, certain limitations remain, such as low cetane index, high viscosity, low flash point,
and elevated levels of specific emissions, including NO, and CO, compared to diesel. In addition, this review
identifies significant gaps in the current body of research, which has largely emphasized technical
experimentation while overlooking economic evaluations and policy-related aspects. Issues such as the
economic feasibility of WPO production systems, energy cost per unit, and the role of governmental support

mechanisms are rarely addressed but are crucial for large-scale industrial implementation.

Keywords: Plastic waste, Waste plastic oil, Alternative fuel, Diesel engines
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Figure 1 Comparison of municipal solid waste management (2019-2020) (PCD, 2020)
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Figure 2 Daily waste generation by region in Thailand (PCD, 2020)
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Table 1 Product distribution of the pyrolysis process (Chotiratanasak et al., 2023; Miandad
et al,, 2017)

Product (wt%)
Types of Plastic Waste

Liquid Gas Solid
Polyethylene Terephthalate, PET 23.10-38.89 52.13-76.90 0.00-8.98
High Density Polyethylene, HDPE 68.50-91.20 4.10-31.50 0.00-19.70
Low Density Polyethylene, LDPE 75.60-93.10 5.00-24.20 0.00-7.50
Polypropylene, PP 42.80-92.30 4.10-49.60 0.12-13.30
Polystyrene, PS 89.50-97.00 2.50-9.90 0.00-0.60
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Pnran1siaseenUsyneumanivesiuresnarafnitnannanainudanis o laun PS PP uay PE
wurnhiiuilannuaazUssinniiesausznovaisusznavlelasansuounazeyiusiuanaisiu Tnsianigly
ﬂa;u aromatic hydrocarbons, alcohols wag esters FeasnanoauAvoaudomnas amsutiuingnain PS nu
a1susenaunan lﬁTLLﬂI Benzene, 1,1-(1-methyl-1,3-propanediylbis-(10.7%) kag Phenanthrene (7.8%) g %’ma&ﬂu
NQueNs aromatic fiflassasnamnudaeu wandmdiuidnenmues PS lumsudmiduiiienlnadestuidemas
Jnsideu Tunsalves PP msﬂisﬂauﬁmwwuiuﬂ%mmmaﬁqmﬁa 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, ditridecyl ester
(13.8%) way 1-Hexadecanol (9.9%) duitfunas ester wag alcohol Fefinananinundanargnivlnvesiiy
AN PE fesausenoundnie 1,2-Benzenedicarboxylic acid, ditridecyl ester (13.8%) wag Phenanthrene
(8.9%) WwuLfieaiu PS umdnsiaruansusznauunevila 1w fluorene, naphthalene uay eicosane Usingludnanu
finannnaneazneunudureuTesandamann PE Tnenmsiansussneuinulutuwesnanainannii 3 Ussuam
arufesausznaundnlunguanslelasasuouaiseniuazas aromatic fuduarsddnyludemamoada wandy
Whuisnnumnzauvesnisihituiilaanwanadnmandunlndudomamaden Tnsesadsznoumanaiifnan
finamon1AINLToU Ul Anunila LLazﬂmamﬁ”ﬁﬂﬁLmiwuyﬁmyawﬁmimﬂumﬂ%@mﬁﬁum%‘lawm‘ﬁ‘ma
(Miandad et al., 2019)

uan9Int Ny landuresiturgwarainaeimaiia FT-IR & Figure 5 wuan thifuvszwanafniiy
Uszneumis orlswiing weainu woadu sana wavnsna1suendan Turrdvuanisduvesiusyais 9 laun
C-H stretching, C-H asymmetrical stretching, C—-H symmetrical stretching, C=C stretching, C-H scissoring, C-H
symmetrical bending wag C-H symmetrical bending WavAaU 3,080 cm™, 2,956 cm™ 2,871 cm, 1,630 cm’l,
1,456 cm™, 1,376 e wag 1,647 cm’ mud1du dsnanisiiasizusenanididanvauslasiasimiaainnaiona
ﬂ“‘um{vxl”aﬂ‘%”usuawgm”uﬁwa (Ibrahim et al., 2018; Maithomklang et al., 2022) watl uafuveynatafn gl
5'1s;ﬂﬁuauLLazlaT,mﬁLauLﬂumﬁﬂﬁzﬂawé’ﬂmnﬁq 80.76 \Wosidun uaz 11.91 wWesius audsu (Arham et al,,

2022; Maithomklang et al., 2022)
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Figure 5 Functional groups of waste plastic oil and diese oil

Source: Maithomklang et al. (2022)

3.2 dUUANINITATWLAZNI AL VBN UVEZWANERN

nsfnwantananennkasatvenifivreenatafindanudidynensussiliunun v wanfom

flaannnszriumsudssunanafnimiens lasamzleyahuilodudemdmauny nmswisuulamesesndseneau

mandludduilaandannatafnuaazUssnniinanaa1niusen 1558y kagngAnssun1sklvuvesdngy

p813ildpdAYy Fan1slnsrenaudimarlaunsainlulvlunisesnwuunsyuiunisusudssamniningu wie

v vy

mifndentilavewesnanafnfivingaudmsundnduidemdanas MatlveyaauuAninanaiusaglnainaisid

wandlaly Table 2

Table 2 Physical and chemical properties of waste plastic oil from different types of

plastic waste

Types of Plastic

Properties Standard Test  Diesel
PET HDPE LDPE PP PS
Heating value (MJ/kg) ASTM D240 43.48 39.45 40.50 48.17 44.98 38.87
Kinematic viscosity (cSt) ASTM D445 3.37 1.70 5.08 4.98 1.72 1.83
Density at 15 °C (kg/m”) ASTM D1298 829 824 890 799 771 940
Pour point (°C) ASTM D97 6 - -5 26 <-30 <-30
Flash point (°C) ASTM D93 78 28 43 20 20 32
Fire point (°C) ASTM D93 86 34 - 30 30 42
Carbon residue (wt%) ASTM D4530 0.01 - 0.02 0.06 0.10 1.38
Cetane index ASTM D4737 61.09 28.77 66 68 60 10

(Chuepeng et al., 2022; Damodharan et al., 2017; Sharuddin et al., 2016)
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Tnvautfimademamendasuniduiiudomdsiasiiunnaetu Lﬁaamﬂiﬂiqa;’mﬁug’mmqmﬁmaq
”mﬁuLLazﬁauimamwm%ﬁuﬂﬁzmumimam "‘gljf!dﬁ]’]ﬂL‘Vlbjt‘«laGqfﬁﬂal’l’lQ‘\IT?.J‘-':]Jﬁliaaﬂ‘lﬂ’lmu%%Jﬁlﬁf}\ll’luw’lﬁiﬁyﬁﬂﬂ’lif.l‘{fﬁlLﬁIEJ’JfS]JU
andinradomasvesiuvesnatadn mﬂmi“lﬂuy'i’maﬁuﬂi:mmﬁa 7 lawn PET HDPE LDPE PP uay PS
TnemnaeuaudiuguveniiiunssnaiainaelavormuaniuuinsguresnsugsiTndaumu umszmaann
finnarmseudaimasnnis 39.45-46.23 Mi/kg folarndundwudemasifamdanugaasdudadondei
wandldiudadnenmanuiduidomas il anuvuuuuuezeuniinraumansvosihiursznanafinoglums
799-940 kg/m3 Wag 1.70-5.08 cSt M1UAIAU s'g!qmnamj’ﬁwwﬁyaL‘Wﬁqmaﬁ‘t‘fﬁmmﬁﬁmﬁaiwuLﬁ'ﬁyal,wﬁwaﬂ
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1adt ognslsfiony auautinademdweniiureswanainuisaiundy feidnnidlenisuifeutuituiioa loun
il vl wegduiiiioa Wunu Tesdwusssnanafndonmnfianulnluazgafaliegsevig 20-48 °C uway
30-42 °C a1y veyadananiiiusuenisanuddnlumaivdsemionisvuanidursgnanainiisnidunoed
arwseiasy s iedesiunaiadaide uenainid tifunnuesmanafnusssindununideifmuiigenanisy
fiwa nedudfmuduanifflalunisusueniinnuannsalunisgasydnnediesweademas fesadinainyag
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g17uUAeU 2 nAsTy uaziduluImensisenieidunuinlunisandymainveznanafnfiasmansenune
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(Brake thermal efficiency, BTE) 184,a5898us muﬁﬁmiwﬁqmé’ﬂmemmmlwuyl,l,awaﬁizﬂaL%’EJ Tnensfingg
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watunadusuinIsssundua1unely (Heywood, 1988) Fudsmandaunsaiauazduialaainnisnageu
\Wotunlnemnss NNsAnUITeTkuLanddmiun fdmeuniessunuazdsrAvsnmisnnuseuainnisly
ihifuvezwanadndudemdduaiesuniiealnaissiunslobhiufieadudomas meawmanauiinademas
yonisfunszaaRniinmdnuiigs feustlaanaanuseudemameniiumssnanainilnafesiuiuihiuiioe
opndlsfiny thiussmanaindundununilenuiuldondomdsinnamiiufios (Wathakit et al, 2021) iosan

AUUANIWTDINEINTAIANUTOULIDINAIIINNUNUAAUTENBUAUTITBBY 9 LU AMUNUILUULAZAIUNTAUDS

¥ ¥
P

Wownde sawtansesnuuusruumsandomandutadudAgfiamanemuduudondewmas (Wu et al, 2020) Fevinln
gy Y = & a a X & A U a e ) a & Y] =~
fidnspududendemadiunniu wenani viavesingiuiilelunsudssuiduiiiuvesnanafiniududadendad

finameaussauzvaNAIDUATIANTY (Hurdogan et al, 2017; Wathakit et al,, 2021)
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Figure 6 Diagram of engine testing equipment installation

Source: Maithomklang et al. (2022)

4.2 Aasdneanswugd
nMstiessnnudnuanInainirenadessunty a1usatesznlaninanudulunszuengy
(In-cylinder pressure, ICP) LarsnsInsUanyassnlusou (Rate of heat release, ROHR) s'z?"uﬁuﬂ’mi”aﬁﬁm“zy
Tun1sfnuaadnuuznismimuanduiBionnsdmiunsindanmstanUassndsrumusouromdsnuiaiily
hifudeinds Tng ICP L‘ﬁumi"’immms‘i’uﬁﬁmﬁumﬂumzuaﬂquLﬁauﬁuaaﬂ%wm%@m%a Tursdmznsdauas
Fomgmsmevesiginsmeviinuveuaiessun wag ROHR Lﬁwé’ﬂmié’wﬁzgﬁﬁmﬂ%@%mEJUﬁ'mQﬂ'ﬁajﬂmvamj
melumowlnonaiowun s8nmsvanlassarwseufednnimdnuaivenivudemasignuasseonun
nmswlmniglunszuengy funmewdiiustesnudulunssuenguuazyiinasiiymesnunavaissnele
nnued 1 maveslulawdnadmivszuuida Taglufinsaunadlnamiesnaelrauufgiunszuiunsiningda
(Heywood, 1988)
INNANITITEYDY Kaimal and Vijayabalan (2015) wae Kalargaris et al. (2017) ladnwnansenuiiiindune

@
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Pmiun arudilunszuenguuagsnsnisvandassanuseuresiniuresatainginintnsiufies wasdiniuay
Tunsgnssndlaifisuiuiniufion Gaaenaaesiunamsifoves Maithomklang et al. (2022) Tnsmudiilunszuen
guuazdnsmsvanUassanuseuiinunluy iugduilenssnuveaniessuniniu audnvuzdinanidunaian
AruMuLuLLazauniinfigs Usgnautuihiunssnatafnfinnufuidendemasiunnndlewdsuiiioufui
fiwa lesanauiimadomasifamusoudemawinimituiiwadsamanedmmeuiuudontomasiiniu
(Kaimal & Vijayabalan, 2016; Kalargaris, 2018; Singh, 2019) Famsunlmivenniessundudadendfiamananisiin
uafinlowde uonani mydienenaiosnmnnlmvesitudemanislueslnaluwnay Sgdnsuandusy
yoaduUszAnsyeInMLUsHY (Coefficient of Variation, COV) Tngan COV e shstanuszvinsaudsauunnnsgiu
funadsiaadavesvoya sadufeilufivussouiifuaviluyssavsamuoaadossunanasuazmsUassuafivleds
ge?u Bniadauansiaaiosnmuveaniswnlunaluunag igdnsnisvirnuvenadsssun Tnsgnimualaluiiu 10
Wosidum (Heywood, 1988) wan1sideinuumurihsiuseswatadingan cov figinaminfufiwalunnaniog
nevhaurenaiossun eeslsfiniual CoV Salimiisnafiinunllasdsfuregnaradndan cov aglutas
0.9-2.5 Wasdum (Maithomklang et al., 2023)

4.3 vanulade

vafiwlodeiiinduainnisinlunveudamasluinsessunmgalsyneulunie lulnsiaueanlen (NOy)

arsusueuenlen (CO) arsuaulasanlan (CO,) lalnsasuau (HO) Fawlasiasanlan (SO,) s{uazaamasmm‘ﬂ

' v
a

(Pulkrabek, 2004) uawloidumariindunaivlodefignaiuau ilesaindmwansznuneuyveuazduinaey
Faaseswunfwalagvidluazyinaunielanisuanuieiefinisuassuaiivlawdy CO Ann Fep1susuuauantoaidu
nandumannswivuvesdewmaslalasaisveu uaziioriduasiviineslasunismiuau lnatinainnmswiludg

luanysalunesmlyuvosnIadeun
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Figure 7 Exhaust emissions of the engine Source: Maithomklang et al. (2022)
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MnHanTIdBuarToyaan Figure 7 uandtiiun nmsloiifuveswanadnluaiossunfisadsnalnufinauafisleds
€O, NOy uaz HC genmifuiiea Tne CO way HC Afsduiawmmudninanmsunlnfiluauysaidesntiuey
wanafndmaumiinuararimuinuugn awalunsdaidomdnssnedilalud dwaneaunimmananenaty
Foumdanigluneanlval (Heywood JB., 1988) dsluristangvesnszurunisimilv guundfansias vl
nsgvIuNIRRNTIAtues CO CO, luauysal uagvilniAnlelasmsueauiluauysaifiutu (Mani et al, 2010) v
U3 NO, isduidlosnnlurisaurasmaiilv gaumgilunszuenguasiuandamnmstantasendinuanuseu
voshdursznaafinfisinds uarUsinuesnduiiismelurimy éqmaiviul,ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ%n Zeldovich AfignsnaiAn
NO, g4 (Heywood, 1988) andlsfimu n13Anwwes Kaimal and Vijayabalan (2016) wuanniswasthsfusssnatain
fuihtufwaansatianuafivlodeiiintuln InsanUsunasuanuas NOy adlais 22% uay 17.8% Ay uans
Tfiunnsuulnuandemasmeisnauiidnenwlunisaasansenuannnistassuadivledeiiinainnisly
ihifuregwanafnluiedossuniiea
wonand uisuaruniddadnuiisnisans q deiuarudululalunslafuresnanafnunduidowmas
madendmiuieiessunea TnsnsusuivAsunalnuazgUniniveaadseunnefulsng 1 1u seeza1n1san
Honds mawBeuudasesuazanudunsiademas é’mwé’gumié’mLLasmsmuﬁaﬂaLﬁa welmAnuseananm
auauaziiuidenaiowun sufuiioanmsUassuafivledefifiniu Inardessunfisaduinieseuniiddniaiu
M3dagenmiaIessunuudy Shsnarumssalasihludmiuiniesunfianuudalnenssozegseving 14:1 fis 23:1
wazdmiuinTessunieaidnnisoenazegszvang 18:1 fa 23:1 fedadeilidusuusilaunnuaulalunsfine
Ananthakumar et al. (2017) uag Wathakit et al. (2021) la@nwnislasureswanainluniossunmearunn
Enanglavadenisifiudnsaiumdasalurg 12 §1 20 iesnmaudasammdssadumadandeilalunis
UfulgeUssdnBnmaesaiaseun Sndadumadaiivisanaualunisdniemas (Hsu, 2002) tioannisgade
UseAvBnmmsenuseuiiinnmslaitureswanadin %’gwamﬁ%’aaamﬂgmﬁ'uué’ﬂmiquwﬁ nanfo ey
SnmauihdwenniessundutadeiifidvinanoUsaviamusaiossuniigaiu uarasmalmannisanasesafiule
FofAntu lawn HC waz O lunmefinafivloide NO, uay CO, ﬁLLmIﬂ:uﬁqﬁgumumiLﬁué’mwﬁauﬁwé’qé’m
Wi Sharma and Murugan (2015) Aladnwnansznuvesshaumddnanasihdiuseznaaf nnay
fululefign Fwamsfnuifnanmunannsarsanauamlunisgnssdauaransrezinainsenin uenaini
Haamalnszansnmidsanusou Anusulunszuanay Snnistantassanuseu uazn1sUandassuafivieids
NO, gatiu Lilosangamgiilunsruanguiigetu Usznoudunsiiudanaiunisdaannsnmisanuaislods HC, CO
wazisdatunnslnitueesnanainduihdudomds wezduiioananmuiselreanlngusdindiunnsly
ihifuvsznarafnamalmidnanuaislunisgasade dufu nsfnwimansznuannisdainiudemasdmsy
dossunfiwaiadummladovieilafuniuals 3a Pal et al. (2019) ladnyinansevuvesmsdminudeinduuy
FndenAsmamuuagnisdndenauuairivenaiossunmeadlyifursswanadnidudomaanielanis
Wasuulasniszanunuan Msdademduuuarmuntiglnlssaninmeeuaiossungeiulunn 4 nsznunaaoy
wazdiamnsntsanuaiivlaids HC, CO uasmniAniuanmamilnimeuaiassuale sanlsfiniu n1sUassuaiiy
lovdiy NO, ndufiuwaluniigeiuidioisuioutunisdndemduuuas fsaennassiunaldoves Wathakit et al.
(2018) lovimsUSuuntesmnsinitemaseeiotunmeatuin 1 qu ileliiuussAnsamuasidseuaiassun
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uaﬂi]’m‘lqj mimuﬁaulat.ﬁ'a (Exhaust Gas Recirculation, EGR) LﬂuLLmmwﬁﬁﬁﬂizﬁw%mﬂumisuzaaé’m’]
mamlvsnazannisUandass NO, Fuduvilslusafiulodedifatuannnuivivenaiesun ndnnisvesszuy
EGR tuvinulasmemyuisuledsuaunduinaausulefineufiazinludmeanlng vl nansenutesszuy EGR
noUszAnsnwnismvavenaiessunmiwanuseanitu 3 @ loun (1) waeuawmu;aumﬂqquﬁmnmﬁqqﬁu
qmmﬁﬁqﬁuﬁmaﬁaﬂizﬁw%mwL%qﬂ%umLLazLﬁummmqmm;auﬁwmz floanin €O, wazth H,0 UL
0, waw N, (2) nanseEnuMAATIINAITKENFITRY CO, Waw H,0 s ngamgiigstusennenisulug ndminnis
wendreenadnfaeinusdausulunisalml uar (3) namsiderniiiunauannisanauivarureseendiau
LLaSEU'aﬂUﬁﬁ%EJﬂUﬂi%U’mmiLNﬂ‘Viﬂj §991nN"535804 Punitharani and Parameshwaran (2017) lavaaeuiaTaseun
fiadiflszuu EGR Taeludufwanauhiuveswaradind 10 Wesdualasyiues iWudemaslunmsvageu naan
MsnAEeUNUN Nsleszuu EGR luipdessuniwaanunsnannsdasuafivlerde NO, lnde 14% wiawdsudiouiy
wdpasuniilufimslassuu EGR awvndlesangamgiintamnlydisn egndlsfniu waannisleszuu EGR ndunuandl
nafinuadiy CO wag HC lulodsdigatu aasaungil Chandran et al. (2020) Sslavinsiselasnislassuy EGR
smfunsasuesmnisiademameuaiosunfiwadiluiiuainvsznarafnidudemamunn awnsaannis
VanUaoy NO, lada 5 1esidun snadianuafivlelds CO uaz HC lads 8-16 1Wesidun vadl Weftansaunia

AudnwazM s lnflefinsifiudns1vesszuu EGR dnaiinanudunasdnsinisuandaseninuseuanas dadu

awnaanNnIsanasesgangineluresrlruvesAIeeun

Table 3 Summary of studies on the use of waste plastic oil as fuel in diesel engines

Performance Combustion Characteristics Emissions

BSFC BTE ICP RoHR NOy Cco HC Smoke et
oot : : T
by : t I
£y : t b+t o+ @
t : : I
b4 t t I
b : : I
by t t I
£y : t R S SR T
- t t T T A
oot t 4 £+t oy o
oot t t £+ 4
b4 : I

Damodharan et al.,, 2017 [1]; Jangid et al., 2022 [2], Wathakit et al., 2021 [3]; Maithomklang et al., 2023 [4
2015 [5]; Panda et al., 2016 [6]; Kalargaris et al., 2017 [7]; Sukjit et al.,, 2017 [8]; Bridjesh et al., 2018 [9]; Geo et al., 2018 [10];
Mangesh et al., 2020 [11]; Kaewbuddee et al., 2020 [12].
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4.4 AMNIUNANIENUYDIUINUVYSNAENNMNBDLAIDIVUNALYA
AMSANYILAENUMILNITENeITUNsEITNT s swaaRnu I Ut amasmiadand s ueSosuunmLea
Tugsmarednuiuu nunauisaasunansenuneaiseuntanratedadedidy tawn aussousveuAsodsun
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