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The purposes of the research were 1) to study causal factors influencing English reading comprehension
ability of lower secondary school students and; 2) to develop a model of causal factors influencing English reading
comprehension ability of lower secondary school students. The sample groups were selected through stratified
random sampling technique consisted of 350 matthayomsuksa 2 students, Maehongson Primary Educational Service
Area Office 2 during the first semester of academic year 2014. The research instruments were 1) 2 multiple choice
tests; Test 1 was a 30-item test of English reading comprehension ability and Test 2 was a 30-item test of prior
knowledge concerning English reading comprehension ability and; 2) a scale on factors influencing English reading
comprehension ability comprising 4 parts; the achievement motivation, the instruction behavior, the self-concept and
the attitude. The data statistically were analyzed by the LISREL program.

The findings of the research showed that

1) The factors influencing English reading comprehension ability included 5 variables. The variable directly
influencing English reading comprehension ability was the prior knowledge. The variables both directly and indirectly
influencing English reading comprehension ability were the instruction behavior and the attitude. The variables
indirectly influencing English reading comprehension ability were the achievement motivation and the self-concept.

2) The model of causal factors influencing English reading comprehension ability was in the consistency with
the empirical data considering the chi-square (Xz) = 149.165, the degree of freedom (df) = 125, the p-value
(p)=0.084, the Goodness of fit index (GFI)= 0.972 and the adjusted goodness of fit index (AGFI)=0.969.

Keywords : causal factors, English reading comprehension ability
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