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Biology and Fisheries of Blue Swimming Crab in Thailand
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Abstract

The data on biology and stock status of target species is necessary for fishery management planning. Blue
swimming crab (BSC) is one of the most economic species of Thai industrial fishery. Thailand had been recorded as
a main exporter, the 4" largest exporter in the world, shipping BSC to other countries. Recently, the precarious
status of BSC, Portunus pelagicus, stocks in Thailand is widely acknowledged. This documentary research aimed
therefore to gather previous research documents providing basic knowledge for restoration of BSC stock in Thailand.
Previous findings indicated that BSC stock have become depleted and fishery status is now overfishing. Exploitation
rate in several areas was higher than 0.5. The first maturity size of BSC have also become smaller related to the
reduction of BSC fecundity. This is possibly because the adaptation of the crab to prevent stock collapse resulted
to less fisheries income. Spawning season of BSC varies with locations and period of studies. Biological data indicates
that optimum landing size of BSC should be bigger than 9.5 cm in order to follow precautionary management.
Environmental factors especially salinity, water temperature and dissolved oxygen are limiting factors on survival
rates of juvenile crabs. Moreover, the restoration of relevant ecosystems such as seagrass habitat, water current and

sandy seafloor will also increase survival rates and create the chance of enhanced success.
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Figure 1 Distribution of Blue swimming crab in
Thailand [13]
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Table 1 Length at first maturity of Blue swimming crab
in the coast of Thailand

Remark: GOT = Gulf of Thailand
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Study site Month Sources
Upper GOT May - July [24]
Eastern January - May [24]
GOT

Southern May — August [27]
GOT

Upper GOT March - June [27]
Upper GOT February - May [36]
Eastern April - May [25]
GOT

GOT March, June, August [25]
Upper GOT September - [25]

December

wennsznslavnifou [28]

Table 2 Spawning periods of Blue swimming crab in
different habitats and times
Remark: GOT = Gulf of Thailand
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wnnIYshiedunnsiu Feenaiilesunanndafevangedig
W undve sl ugNldAn w1 AlugaNanysalves
9IM1TVOIUA AL HUN UazunasNegodey dauans

Study site Fecundity (eggs) Sources
GOT 33,268-2,340,652 [39]
GOT 99,384-1,457,981 [40]
GOT 46,895-1,867,235 [24]
Chumporn 120,000-1,360,000 [14]
Songkla 300,000-1,900,000 [14]
GOT 710,000 (mean) [14]
2,340,000 (max)
Upper GOT 712,684 (mean) [41]

1,413,150 (max)
18avLdenby Table 3

Table 3 Fecundity of Blue swimming crab in the coast of
Thailand
Remark: GOT = Gulf of Thailand
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anudududniideddyiiuenainavdiadonis
uninszarevesyin Tngtamizusaufinuyiiliuen

nszaesdiuuInaziinnuiAugs Inefisziuainuidy
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Uszanas 30 Wussiuinzausednsinisiinueslaysi
g1 eehslsAmuinudniigannfiAanansenumaay
sodnsnsiinvedluyd InsarnnisAnyideluefinnudn
fsgfunrandu 30 - 35 iWudisimnzaufigavesnisiin
oy [11] wagannisdnuluriesujiAnislag Romano
and Zeng [44] nuinyazmeiesanliiaonasiuiinny
Wanintiosndt 5 vasfisnsnismevesgnyiaggennd
AnutAutosnit 17 Tnsfiszduainudy 23-25 9z
Winrausen1seyuIagnyinsrey zoea IV faseuy first
crab wazAMLANTISEAU 25-30 AzivaNzaNianIsaYUIa
anyiinsvee zoea | feszer zoea IV [11] danAdeeiy
Romano and Zeng [44] $1841U31 fiA213LAN 25-35
wngaNsonIsiassinzey young crab 1A 0.02-8.9
n3u egndlsimuminanuiaugadia 40-45 gns1n1sane
voshseuyinvrgauariisnsinisidulagi [4a]

uaﬂmﬂﬁé’aﬁﬂﬁaﬁaLLamé'am?ius]ﬁﬁwasiaé’miwms
soauagnsRanauruesyin wuitmnudnuesidana
sontsuninszatsveyin lnefiseduaudnduiiuiy
daalvinnuruiniduresyinanas Yiheudsadinet
Unadimusnnnindian msntsfuydilussduiiiu 7-
20 ins F8msmatugeninszduingn nuisfinudn
dindulusedu 20-30 wins Snsmaduaranas (23] Vs
oondlauazatstndusniafefidemasonisdisedindn
dwnvdia lnenuiifissduinnndd 4 fadnfudedng vl
AN ANRENT3ANS T Inve i vz TimnyTana
pondlausindn 2.5 fladn3usedns axlsimanzausionns
msedinveeliin [23] nnisnaaedluiesufiinisnudn
anydwdeu 1/ fmudesnisldeendiauyseuna 0.005-
0.009 lailasn3usedalus wasmnUimaoendiauluih
anaunie 1.5 -1 Tadniudedns ssdwmalignydauue
uazvnoondlauanmaumde 0.7-0.5 fadnfusedns gn
Uihazene [14], [45]

Tutlagtumsstugysh Tagld3snevhsunansyimds
uuleuneisasiuvesigura ielfifuadeaiioluns
Huyninensmangiauazesilafieaudsiu egnalsd
mavdnnsBesanmuIndenfivanzay Lardiine1ves
Yhluyndreergidutiadeddyiidesfiansan manis
UsesgnyinAugsssuvmduluniuaninuindend
wingauvedgnyin vien1sdnnisseuuivalivansay
ﬁm%’umsﬂa'aaﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁlﬁmlamammﬁwL%amaamﬁv\luvu\l
1nBaTu uaﬂmﬂﬁmsﬂmsmﬁzwﬁnﬂﬁagjmﬁsmaaﬁa
gou Inslawwuinuiivdesieougnyin sveslude ms
finnsunidesnseuaihiegiiandsouludundsamis
T2eAITUNAMAUTO UANETTNVIR LFU VT
uwnasg gLz liidsougnyshannsamitnaudey
Ifiouazifindnssonlusssund inszfseuyihosd
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lon1anudng (predator) lareudiegs 1iu Uatuazdndy
anulleluensuiindu 9

7. wislwmasnsiula
nsdulaveyinvndunisinnisivlsluguaesnis
dWimuiaduaztvin anfinanalidadunisiavuay
flunisfinwidng qlusfn Sdnvaznsiafiuandasiu
wuttefamanunitanszaesiiuly (ICW) wazaauniag
nsyapadauuen (0CW) Fedulunatenisdnwidall
arursasdunuIeuisusuldlaensadesainnisld
wnsgrunsiafinandistu fadulunisdnuisive
Foyarnunirenszassvosyiluadeifinisefeaing
wuuassaNuduTUsTeIRNNIINTERDNUluLaz Ay
weon lagifusiusiudeyayiinduau 2,698 1 law

Arrnduiuslunvvaunisidunss Ao
CW=1.1299ICW+0.9923 (R?=0.9549) (Figure 2)
16
14 y=1.1299x+ 0.9923
12 R?=0.9549
<10
§
T 8
E
4
2
0
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
ICW (cm.)

Figure 2 The linear relationship between inner
carapace width (ICW) and outer carapace width
(OCw)

nmsfnwluefanuitguwuunisiivlavesyinlag

a v v ¢

F15UNINAUNITANUFUWUSTEMI19AUNI19N5EAD
fudiundnaziianuwanerenululunsasiiui (Table 4)

o P v = a
41919321899 1NANNUINRDN YITBUTHINBMNTVDIY
fluksariunfuansnaiu [23]

Table 4 The carapace-weight relationship of Blue

swimming crab in Thailand’s coastal area

Study site Equation Sources

Kung Male : W = 0.0003C\W25861

Krabaen Female W = [21]
0.004C\W2-5958

Kung Male : W = 0.0963C\w?8264 50]

Krabaen
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Female : W =
0.1005CW2>78%

Male : W = 0.0963C\W?>102
W =

Female [46]

0.1005CW3062

Trang

uananinisdnelusndamuindmnsfinesnig
wulawesyin Tudmwesdinnuninansgnesetiug (CWa)
AasiitAsafunsiivle (K) wazAegauyAiinmen
wirfugus (to) fanuuansrstullunsasiuiidne
fafumsfinvuazianudlansiisesninduleluu
agituil Taflanudrdnlunisinnsmineinsysiluiui
aulafnw esanusiuinnisnuluefnsisauinygsi
Tuftufisalneifuvssrnafioatu wiwnasiiegonde
waneinafuenIvryilinsiivlnvesydiunnsneiy de
Joyansiwesnisiulananty Table 5

Mndoyanisfmesnisidulafiunndsiuluusas

¥
A A

fiudianunsouansliiuidutneaieriuennssiiawn
fiuansafulusaziuiiuagiadisna duandy
Table 6 1ndoyalu Table 6 wiiuinmnagduyditun
liusgleviuazUdegliyinladlenaduiuudiognalos
$ouay 50 MuTUIAUINAUTLS (9.5 Wwufiuns) Tuunaiiud
aunsoduldneludeud 5 vasivisiuiiaunsaduldly
Woudl 6 Fedlfifiuinneunisnausuinnisysi sudu
ogsBefideadnladnuar T nasnsussuaysiilu
fiuivinsfine

Table 5 Growth parameters of Blue swimming crabs

collected from different areas

Site Growth parameters Sources
Upper CWq = 19.83 cm.
pp a [47]
GOT K= 1.47 cm/yr
CWq = Male: 13.13 cm.
Female: 12.95
Kun .
$ m [21]
Krabaen  K: Male: 0.87 cm/yr
Female 1.05
cm/yr
OCWgq = 17.30 cm.
Sikao ICWq = 16.70 cm. [6]
K=15cm/yr
CWq = Male: 12.23 cm.
Female: 11.23
Kung [30]
Krabaen "
K: Male : 0.56 cm/yr
Female: 1.10 cm/yr
Eastern CWq = 20.03 cm.
[48]
GOT K= 1.64 cm/yr
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to =-0.041 yr

CWq = 13.88 cm.
Kung

K:2.93 cm/yr [46]
Krabaen

to =-0.04 yr

Remark: GOT = Gulf of Thailand

Table 6 Growth and predicted size at each month of

Blue swimming crab from different studies

Sources [50] [49] [491  [28]

Sites/ Unit Uppe Uppe GOT  Uppe

parameter r r r

s GOT  GOT GOT

to yr - - - -

0.041 0.041 0.04 0.041

1

K cm/yea  1.64 1.30 1.30 147

r

CWq cm 18.48 1899 19.4  19.83
8

Month Age (yr)  Expected carapace width (cm)

1 0.08 3.33 - 284 323

2 0.17 5.41 4.56 4.67 529

3 0.25 7.01 5.98 6.14  6.90

a 0.33 8.42 7.27 7.45 8.34

5 0.42 9.80 8.56 8.78 9.76

6 0.50 10.87  9.59 9.84  10.88

7 0.58 11.81 10.52 10.7 11.87
9

8 0.67 12,72 1145 117 12.86
5

9 0.75 1343 1220 125 13.63
1

10 0.83 14.05 1287 132 14.32
0

11 0.92 1466 1355 138 15.00
9

12 1.00 1513 14.08 144 15.54
5

Remark: GOT = Gulf of Thailand

8. Mdimasnismeuazn1sussuayi
nsaelunisfinwimedinineaUssuuuseenidunis
ANYANAUNNTITUYIA ULz NAUNNINITUTEN Lag
nsenelagsssumAinaniadoduindeunuiing1dly
Tuadedl 6 FedumnaziAnluszozioseu nsaneleg
sysuvIRdmunesnisnisgniulaegailussvunele
91m13ueanainidanuiinisiuduiesvesysl
(cannibalism) n&sannisasnasudaduameivilviin
n1sanglagssruanazdamainidiuiuyinanas [26]
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aghalsinunisdnnislasnismugunisaielagsssuyd
awifuiFeqsn é’qﬂ?umﬁmmiﬂizmim&Jdaumrﬁamuam
UBinaunsdudndviensasssnuuszasdadunisme
1nnsUszuadundn lagnisanelaenisussuanung
saufsnsmedifuldanuaduiitumi waznisanedity
lallgmnedadnithiniedoaflefigymeainmstsza vie
nMsuinduaniesesiieyseuuazmelunends

Snansmevesydi uuiliugetuluseu 10 Bk
11 (Table 7) Faaoandosfuaniizvemingnsiidon
Insuas Meunsfinmaniuninysihanednislagiu
Faseunsatui sluilsenlneviesuadu niwens
YihgnitusnldusslesiAudndninanlussusiiu
Junaiuw :nns@inwves g1 [21] waznsdinw
v94fiafnil [48] Faraarvinaduiie 79 nudnanine
ninensyitunmsinvesseinadinsegluaniiznis
Ussnanniiuidananegseldosuagiiunliiguusad
sgaunaunulaiu (recruitment overfishing) WMt
yuIaLInAuiugianas anunnlianas uagauning
nsznasatufanas dnanaiulaiitu @ldldvaneds
waRreUsErIng) D1ededuas Shrimsmeilnesssu
wazmsUszasnty duvanil Wusivsdnmingfives
anunsaininensydveausemelng

1gAINNITIIUTIONAINUIINNTEMD TN TR
fanuuanansfulumuiiui wazaniivhnisine deen
FuszAvdnisneruduulduduiniuanefinauds
ATeTuan Sunandliidiuianisiinisussasdiing
aﬂLmﬂwuﬂizmmﬂﬁulﬁa%’ﬂmwﬁwaé’ugﬂmmmm
ABANTIVDINAN

Table 7 Estimated mortality varied years and

locations of Blue swimming crab

Study Sites Mortality Sources
years (yr-1)
2547 Upper Z=784 (28]
GOT F =521
M = 2.63
2550 Trang Z =896 (6]
F=735
M= 1.61
2552 Eastern Z=11.66 [48]
GOT F=2884
M = 2.82
2553 Trang Z=14.08 [46]
F=951
M =457

Remark: GOT = Gulf of Thailand
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910 ( Table 7 ) wloRv1sanludosdnsinasld
Usglonideanusasuialdandl snsinisanelaenis
Uszas (F) Adns1n1saesas (2) wuil A18ns1n1sid
Uselemiunnndn 0.5 lnesnsnislduselenifivnnndy 0.5
mmma%msJﬁamiaaLLinmuUizmgﬁqﬁLﬁuﬁ'}é’nmi
nannaLUlaesIsNYIR (Overfishing) [6] [46] [48]

9. dsuuaziduauu
MATBFIeNaTUAETINUMIAITIaTeyaiug Iy
Wesduluadedl WWugrudeyaniea@ainenas
an nuwindenidwanon1sAssiinvesysidANudAgy
valundvean1suInisinnisninensyinieldusyle v
A 4 o Y = o o
9819898 nsiuynInensyin Fedagdu suiasydn
Wuasesflefignudvenuldiiedanisniweansydi
SN UINNIIToUTNEIAN1TNTNYINTN NS
wazyeiadugaugluale aniina1ililesduves
UNAIY N155IUTINTRYATIINeUazAITUTEUIYIE
AnudrdnaziduseudesiuiidesiinnsAneviiainy
Wrlanewdawnunsdnnis Asuanudilaluizenes
N1SUNINIEI8Teazduiusiviiegende szuulliaeai
WAE709 19U LA INZL dUABUNIIE NIBULINTEI
A deedu Wy AuAL g eendiau 2z
I uauuImsInnImingIns  Ydhuuiugiu
V93T INguazinnaine1vesdniin uasiialonialunis
Usrauanudnsalunisdanisuindalu wudinig
wnsnszewazvuadyinduteyaifiusslevieg1ann
funirsusnisdanisnineansydn Ydrvuimén
wnsnszaglnatlvauendlatuszenenluodveglnatls
1nTu Ineanzyiduiuguiyinazenenlunadyuiiom
Inaflaffimuhummruizausanisilnly wazUaoslw
nszuadinnluludunaseyuaneglndils anudnlaly
S a | J o & 4 o = ' IR 4
Fringrdiud ¥dndn HuiinsiUszusdinasenisdudng
W1 wlidnsivuaniesiieUszus auan1eIuegsls
winuiivivszudlndilanielndunaseyuiadie oundl
Tomaduyinvwadniunildusslevd dadunisimun
& A o & & oav o @ a o ¢0o 1 '
wuneyuiaiegeu Junuiliuasdmiundndn ingulud
: 1A o e @ g o
naunugunmgnldusglenidadudssiaumiraula mn
guyuluusas it sUszraneiunliunsvaaguyy
wazdindng umaivinsinduiuiuanzauson1susns
ninensyi uundseyuradniuniiarslesiuldly
= g & 4 A &
deveuazUsenmaduiuivaudedaiul uenainil vuna
wsnduiug AunInansEasssuuenlagUsran 9.5
wudwas 1Wugnd1edefidrdglunisiiussusedna
Suiaweu ldudaiiivwadnniivuausnduiug du
iialontaussinssulninagidumaun nsuaesy
lduannszaes nien1siylvuennsznesediadeslly
a o < I oA a o
szgzdnuniveiinliuazUdesfiugsssummlusuiasyiin
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axd o '

Afudnidiimugiuludunisuimsianisguuuudy
wsziiudannisdanisdszusluedaudainnisdanis
Uszuegluuuiiealdannsadanisussudladniauas
fiusyanBnw uenninisAnwmadudn i ilefmun
Fasinsduimnzandaduuumisnisdanisiisndu
ogdlsfinudeyalusintdaindmmmanelnsnsussu
fuwltugedudesnuimansasussnulszasiiann
JuidiosnulTFuaosnmuasnadu nalnmsnanauaznis
wUs3d Feilignsnislduselomininndt 0.5 waveglu
Wiliuauga dsavlivsznsdniiidoninsy faify
nsanusuUszasiadunmamisteiianuddylu
nsdansUszuayii Insenaazdaaiuliiviyszuddise
ilefanssndu Wwumsisalsudsoying mavieuieands
A deldnafuasduiiuuiltulduaiiounniulu
Uaqdu

10. AinAnssuUszn e

uiteidvenarstuiidudiuniwesinuide
Usgnovuinerdnussyaudsgyrlyn d19n390
walulagnisinuns unine1deinednuel AuzyIde
vovouanfatuayusvyszuiulunisvinidelaun
AUnnuiauInTITen1snens (@In.) au1ANe LY
Wonudslve asdnsnesudnivlanaina (WWF) uaz
wihguduaiisates amnudismdeuaratuayunu
maamuﬁmusﬁwﬁﬂﬁmuiﬁaL%ﬂl,aﬂaﬁ%uﬁﬁﬁaqa'mlﬂ
Pl
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