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Abstract

The objective of this article is to look at the potential of forages grown for seed
production to become an alternative cash crop for farmers in Thailand. The study analyzed
data of the situation in forage production, planting and harvesting management, forage seed
production, cost and profit of forage seed production in Thailand. We found that the number
of ruminants had increased but the area in pastures had decreased, and did not meet the
livestock requirements for forages. More than 16-17 million tons per year of forages are
needed to meet the requirements of livestock. There is an increasing demand for forage
seeds to plant to produce forage by farmers to feed their livestock. The current forage seed
production in Thailand is low and does not meet the market demands for seed. There is a
high potential to produce forage seed for sale. Planting and harvesting management of forage
seed production is similar to that for rice and corn, but the requirement for water is low and
no pesticides need to be used. The overall management costs for forage seed production are
similar to rice and corn production but the income from forage seeds is much higher than
that from rice or corn. In addition, extra income can be generated before the forage seeds are
harvested by selling forage or using the forage to feed the farmers’ animals. Forage seed
production can be an alternative career for Thai farmers.

Keywords: Forage seed, yield, planting and management, cost, profit
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Table 1. The number of ruminants, forage

and natural pastures from 2012 to 2015

Ruminant
Years (Head) Forage (Rai)  Natural (Rai)
2555 8,699,553 1,135,650 2,225,591
2556 6,402,801 1,724,255 2,299,630
2557 6,173,298 736,581 2,278,049
2558 6,390,094 624,502 2,252,450

Note: Department of Livestock development[3]
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Figure 1. Show the plan and results of

forage seeds production during 2008 to

2014 [1]
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Table 2. Show the number of countries
and forage seeds for export in 2012 to
2015

Years Country Forage seeds
(No.) (Kg)
2555 22 56,321
2556 24 103,154
2557 26 76,000
2558 26 150,000

Note: Ubon Forage Seeds Co.,Ltd [4]
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Table 3 Show the estimated cost and net income from rice, cassava, corn and forage seeds in

Thailand
Species Seed yield Price Cost Income Net income
(Kg/rai) (Baht/Kg)  (Baht/rai) (Baht/ (Baht/rai)
rai)

Rice ! 350 12 3,256 4,200 944
Cassava* ! 4,500 2 6,090 9,000 2,910
Comn'* 462 8.25 2,655 3,812 1,157
Ubon Paspalum 80 100 3,630 8,000 4,370

2

Purple guinea ? 70 100 3,630 7,000 3,370
Mombasa 70 100 3,630 7,000 3,370
guinea ?

Ubon stylo 2 80 100 3,830 8,000 4,170

Note: ! Inquired from farmers, 2 Inquired from Ubon Forage Seeds Co.,Ltd, * cassava root
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