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The use of yogurt as a silage additive on physical characteristics and chemical
compositions of napier grass silage
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the physical characteristics and chemical composition of Napier grass silage
inoculated with yogurt. The experimental design was a completely randomized design (CRD), divided into 4 groups with
10 replicates. The treatments were 1) 5% molasses added (control group), 2) 2% yogurt added, 3) 3% yogurt added
and 4) 4% yogurt added. The fermentation period was 21 days. The results showed that the physical characteristics of
the Napier grass silage with 3% yogurt added had the highest total score (22.81 points). This was classified as a very
good silage. The other groups had good total scores for physical characteristics, which were at a secondary level. The
chemical compositions (moisture, dry matter, crude protein, organic matter, ash, NDF and ADF) of Napier grass silage
were not statistically different among all experimental groups (P>0.05). However, it was found that the crude fiber
content of all yogurt-added groups was higher than that of the control group (P<0.05). Therefore, using yogurt as
a silage additive at 3% resulted in Napier grass silage having better physical characteristics than using molasses as

a silage additive.
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Table 1

Assessment of physical characteristics of silage
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chemical compositions of napier grass silage
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physical characteristics

Smell

- not mild, slight odor rancid (8 point)

- mild, pleasantly acidic, pickled fruit or sour vinegar smell (12 point)

- odor rancid and slight putrid aroma (4 point)

- musty or mouldy aroma (0 point)

Texture

- firm, material not easily rubbed from fibre (4 point)

- firm, with softer material can be separated from fibre, slight slimy (2 point)

- firm, soft tissues easily rubbed from fibre (1 point)

- slimy and grimy (0 point)

Color - light green-yellow or green brown (3 point)

- yellowish green or brown green (2 point)

- brown (1 point)
- brown to black (0 point)

pH - 3.5-4.2 (6 point)
- 4.4-4.7 (4 point)
- 4.7-5.1 (2 point)
- >5.1 (0 point)

Total score - 20-25 = very good quality
- 15-19 = good quality
- 6-14 = moderate quality

- 0-5 = low quality

Note. From Silage standards (1" ed.) by, Department of Livestock Development, 2004, Printing House of the Agricultural Cooperatives Association

of Thailand, Copyright ©2004 Department of Livestock Development.
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Table 2  Physical characteristics of Napier grass silage
Physical characteristics molasses 5% yogurt 2% yogurt 3% yogurt 4% P-Value %CV
Smell 8.00 10.66 12.00 9.33 0.33 25.82
Texture 3.33 3.33 4.00 3.33 0.80 28.57
Color 1.00° 2.00° 2.66° 3.00° 0.00 13.27
pH 3.72° 3.88" 3.81° 3.91° 0.00 1.17
Total score 16.05 19.88 22.81 19.25 0.23 18.62

**Means within the same row with different superscripts differ significantly (P<0.05).
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Panut Sooksoi and Janejira Name

mssusolafise 2% ﬂéjuﬁm%mﬁﬂmﬁf@l 3% Uazngal
Mssumnlofise 4% SU5nadelonenuadsmiiny
40.09% 40.05% LAz 39.90% GNURIAL gaﬂiﬂmjma%w
Fumntinea 5% adIlnpAYNIEDa (P<0.05) 7§

J Sci Technol MSU

Usinowdlalaneuadowiing 36.27% lwymeAivsunmila
luniksirad (NDF) LLa:LﬁaslﬂﬁﬂIuLstIaa (ADF) WU
liflanuuandasnalivedmaunesia (P>0.05) 1ewing
NYNNANDI (Table 3)

Table 3  Chemical compositions of Napier grass silage (%DM basis)

Chemical compositions molasses 5% yogurt 2% yogurt 3% yogurt 4% P-Value %CV
Moisture 83.20 84.20 84.04 85.26 0.25 1.34
DM 16.80 15.80 15.96 14.74 0.07 7.14
OM 88.70 87.84 88.42 86.36 0.08 1.15
Ash 11.30 12.16 11.58 13.64 0.08 8.28
CF 36.27° 40.09° 40.05° 39.90° 0.04 4.09
CP 6.07 6.26 6.17 6.93 0.25 5.67
NDF 66.48 68.03 68.29 68.41 0.06 0.92
ADF 37.96 39.30 38.49 39.04 0.29 1.58

**Means within the same row with different superscripts differ significantly (P<0.05).
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