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Sex Pheromones
By
Kesara Jee-Rajunya

Entomology and Zoology Division, Department of Agriculture, Bangkhen, Bangkok, Thailand 10900

ABSTRACT

Pheromones are chemical substances used for communication among individuals of the same species. Most
pheromones are produced by exocrine glands and are released outside the insect body. In many insects, one sex,
often the female, produces a pheromone to attract the opposite sex for mating purposes from some distance away.
These pheromones are known as sex-pheromones. Sex pheromones are useful in plant insect pest control, parti-
cularly for the purpose of forecasting the population of insects.

Sex-pheromone synthesis is usually based on the extraction of the pheromones from females, the identifi-
cation of chemical components of the pheromones, the synthesis of these chemicals and then biological testing of the
synthetically produced sex-pheromones in the laboratory and field.

Evaluation of synthetic sex-pheromones in the laboratory must be undertaken under conditions similar to
field conditions for an effective evaluation of their likely result when introduced to the field.




