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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the basic socio-economic characteristics of
local people in the communities adjacent to forest areas in U Thong district, Suphan Buri province,
to determine factors influencing forest resource conservation intention of the local people and to
study on the opinion of community leaders toward forest resource conservation promotion in the
study area. Data were collected by using questionnaire and in-depth interview and were analyzed
by descriptive statistics, correlation analysis, multiple regression analysis and content analysis. It
was found that the local people have potential in forest resource conservation participation. Value
toward forest resources and attitudes toward forest resource conservation of the local people were
factors influencing their conservation intention. Forest resource conservation in the study area
should be promoted through knowledge extension to maintain positive value and attitude toward
forest resource conservation among local people in the area. Young people should be the target
group for conservation promotion. While threats to forest area at the local scale such as stone
explosion concession in national reserved forests, livestock grazing and invasive plant species

should be controlled and removed.
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151901 Table 1

Table 1 Correlation coefficients between conservation intention and associated factors.

Factor / Variable

Correlation coefficient (r)

with conservation intention

Age

Educational level

Value toward forest resources

Attitude toward forest resource conservation

-0.176*
0.178*

0.215%**

0.392%*

Remarks: * p <0.05; ** p<0.01
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Table 2 Results from multiple regression analysis testing the influences of socio-demographic

and cognitive factors on conservation intention.

Factor / Variable Beta t )
Age -0.107 -1.025 0.307
Educational level 0.109 1.050 0.296
Value toward forest resources 0.123 2.238 0.026
Attitude toward forest resource conservation 0.412 4.717 0.000

Remarks: F=7.200; p<0.01; MultipleR=0.456; R>=0.208
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