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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to study the production process, management, and net income of natural
beekeeping and to analyze the components as well as stakeholders involved in the honey production
value chain of Huay Hin Lat Nai community, Wiang Pa Pao district, Chiang Rai province. Data was
collected by interviewing 16 beekeepers together with an in-depth interview of key informants. The
study revealed that the natural beekeeping comprised of four main activities which were 1) production
of hives, 2) hive placement in the forests, 3) hive treatment, and 4) honey harvest. The average honey
produced was 64.88 kg household™ year” resulting in an average household income of 14,968 baht
household™ year™. The total community income from beekeeping was 201,833 baht year . Analyzing
honey value chain indicated that there are 4 major components which were 1) beekeeping by local
farmers, 2) community buying, 3) honey packaging, and 4) honey transportation and distribution.
Interestingly, the local community added value to the honey product through the development of

product packaging.
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Figure 1 Production of hives and honey harvest in the studied area.
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Figure 2 Location and distribution of beehives in the studied area.
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Table 1 Product quantity and net income of beekeepers in studied area.

Product quantity (kg)

Household Income  Expenditures Net income
consumption  selling Total (Baht) (Baht) (Baht)
1 2 - 2 - 102 - 102
2 21 84 105 18,480 405 18,075
3 - 80 80 17,600 10,540 7,060
4 5 100 105 30,000 3,960 26,040
5 1 6 7 1,320 110 1,210
6 - 80 80 17,600 670 16,930
7 - 15 15 3,300 410 2,890
8 3 155 158 36,100 925 35,175
9 8 120 128 26,400 1,350 25,050
10 3 10 13 3,000 650 2,350
11 6 14 20 3,080 45 3,035
12 17 85 102 21,660 1,590 20,070
13 2 50 52 11,000 70 10,930
14 - 10 10 2,200 20 2,180
15 4 87 91 19,140 1,500 17,640
16 8 62 70 13,640 340 13,300
Total 80 958 1,038 224,520 22,687 201,833
Average 7 64 65 14,968 1,418 12,615
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Figure 3 Stakeholders involved in the value chain of honey production.
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Table 2 Changes in selling price of Apis cerena honey product.

Sell price (Baht/kg)

Change of sell price

BK HM YG HB Co Baht %
Beekeepers (BK) - 220.00  220.00 - 300.00 220.00 0
Headman (HM) - - - 300.00 300.00 80.00 36.66
Youth group (YG) - - - - 466.66 246.66 112.12
Host beehive (HB) - - - - 1,560.00  1,260.00 420.0

Consumers (Co) - -
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