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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were firstly, to determine the level and relationships, and
secondly, to determine the influences of such factors on transformational leadership, community
factor and the community behavior on the local communities participation in wildlife tourism
development at Kuiburi National Park, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province.

The Data was collected using questionnaires and interviewed. 360 samples were collected from
villagers living in communities around Kuiburi National Park. Statistical analysis included mean standard
deviation, maximum, minimum, skewness, kurtosis and testing hypothesis model of appropriateness index
at 99 percent degree of confidence. Data were analyed using software package.

The results indicated that the level and relationship among all factors on the local
communities participation in wildlife tourism development at Kuiburi National Park were at the
high level. The correlation among community behavior and local communities participation in
wildlife tourism development showed the highest relationship (89.00%). The model validation
indicated that the causal model was fitted with the empirical data with root mean square error of
approximation. This finding could be used to set guidelines in promoting the participation of local
communication in wildlife tourism by facilitating the forming of groups and network coordination
to create understanding of wildlife tourism, and the development of better communication among

local communities and their leaders.

Keywords: local communities participation, wildlife tourism development, Kuiburi National Park
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Independent

Transformational Leadership
1. Idealized Influenc

2. Inspiration Motivation

3. Interectual Stimulation

4. Individualized Consideration

!

Community Factor
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Dependent

Local Communities Participation
1. Decision Making
2. Operation

2. Community Communication
3. Human Resource Development
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Community Behavior
1. Perception

2. Awareness

3. Econimic Benefit
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Figure 1 Conceptual Framework.
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3. Benefit Received
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Table 1 Construct validity of improved transformational leadership, community factor, community
behavior, local communities participation model.

Variables Laal;da (';‘)h e ¢ _ value R? pe pv
TF _ID 0.95%* 0.10 23.23 0.90 0.90 0.70
TF _INS 0.84%* 0.30 19.15 0.70
TEF _INF 0.81%* 0.34 18.31 0.66
TF IS 0.72%* 0.48 15.53 0.53
CF_COMM 0.87** 0.25 19.55 0.75 0.89 0.72
CF_HR 0.85%* 0.28 18.88 0.71
CF_STR 0.83%* 0.31 18.37 0.67
BHV_EBF 0.94%* 0.12 22.89 0.88 0.92 0.79
BHV_PCT 0.88** 0.22 20.68 0.77
BHC AWN 0.84** 0.29 19.35 0.71
PAR_OPER 0.94** 0.12 23.41 0.88 0.93 0.77
PAR_BEF 0.89** 0.21 21.29 0.79
PAR_EVA 0.89%* 0.20 21.42 0.80
PAR DEC 0.77** 0.41 16.95 0.59

Note: **=p<0.01
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108031 0.01 (Figure 2)
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Figure 2 The relationship model among all factors on the transformational leadership, community
factor, the community behavior and the local communities participation.
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Figure 3 The regression coefficient for transformational leadership, community factor and
community behavior on the local communities participation (showed only structural
model).
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Table 2 The regression coefficient for transformational leadership, community factor and

community behavior on the local communities participation. (the overall concept)

i : Gamma
Endogenous Variables:  p .. (KSI>ETA) t values R?
ETA m
PAR CF—PAR 0.83* 3.70 0.877
BHV—PAR 0.40%* 4.49
TF—PAR -0.34 -2.84

Notes: * = p< 0.05; ** = p<0.01
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