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ABSTRACT

Wildlife tourism is a form of nature-based tourism that is growing rapidly due to an
increased interest in the conservation attitudes and behavior of tourists. The development of
wildlife tourism in Thailand has been proposed in Thai Tourism Strategy 2017-2021 to promote
tourism in the country. The main objectives of this article are to 1) present the management
principles employed in wildlife tourism in natural areas, 2) analyze the management of wildlife
tourism in Kruger National Park South Africa, which is one of the famous wildlife destinations in
the world, and 3) provide guidelines for wildlife tourism in protected areas of Thailand to develop
the standards of wildlife tourism and promote sustainable tourism. Based on the analysis, the
management guidelines for wildlife tourism are presented and include wildlife and habitat
management, setting vehicle standards for game drive activity, developing specialized training
courses for wildlife tour guides, establishing management mechanisms for wildlife tourism,
promoting local participation in wildlife tourism management, and studying the various marketing

strategies in wildlife tourism.
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Table 1 Classification of wildlife tourists based on their behavior.

wiaaviaaieslungy Captive Destination 13

Wildlife tourist

Group 1

Group 2

Group 3

Group 4

behavior No interest in Passing interest Casual interest  Serious interest

seeing wildlife  in seeing wildlife in seeing wildlife in wildlife

Level of interest High Fairly high Fairly high Moderate

in wildlife

tourism

Preparing Complete The necessary No specific No specific

specific equipment equipment is equipment is equipment is

equipment for preparation prepared. prepared. prepared.

wildlife tourism

Proper planning Always Frequently Sometimes Sometimes

and preparation Almost always Often

Desirable
features in a
wildlife tourist

experience

Seeing rare and

iconic wildlife

Seeing wildlife in
their natural

environment

Seeing wildlife in
their natural

environment

Seeing variety

of wildlife

Knowledge
about the
impact of
tourism on

wildlife

High

Fairly high

Fairly high

Fairly high
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Table 2 Wildlife sightings and game drive activities at the Kruger National Park, South Africa.

Game drive trip

Details Trip 1 Trip 2 Trip 3 Trip 4 Trip 5 Trip 6
Duration evening morning evening  mMorning  evening  morning
Number of individuals 161 633 446 102 158 259
Detection frequencies 23 108 27 22 19 30
Distance (km.) 54.3 69.7 39.8 38.5 37.8 74.2
Duration/trip 3:18:28 35830  3:21:36 31146  3:31:56  3:16:34
Average number of individuals per 297 9.08 11.21 4.10 2.70 3.49
kilometer
Average detection time (minutes/one 8.77 4.65 9.46 11.9 9.46 7.66
time)

Remark: Data from field observations undertaken during March 11-14, 2019.
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Figure 1 Wildlife sighting routes at the Kruger National Park, South Africa.
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