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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were; firstly to explore the natural recreation resources in
Amphoe Bang Pakong, Chachoengsao Province, secondly, to select the prominent natural recreation
activities, and thirdly, to assess the selected natural recreation resources at activity level. Field
survey and group discussion of 20 key informants were used for suggestion and given prioritize
the prominent activities and natural recreation sites in the study area. The Delphi technique
was applied for assessing the selected natural recreation sites by inquiring 22 tourism experts
to develop suitable potential indicators with a total of 29-30 indicators per site. Questionnaires
were used to assess the recreation resource potential, by inquiring 9 persons of tourism experts
and representatives of local administrative organization. The weighting score equation was used
to assess level of recreation resources potential.

The results reflected that there were three prominent natural recreation activities including,
sailing, bird watching and mangrove forest observing, and three of the four natural recreation
sites gained the “high” potential score for the recreation resources potential rating, e.g. sailing
and watching dolphin in Bang Pakong estuary area, mangrove forest observing in Thakam
Natural Island, and bird watching in Thakam Natural Island. The other one site, the mangrove
forest observing in Bang Pakong Borvornwittayayon School gained “moderate” potential score.
Therefore, the recreation resource development in this study site should start with the site that
gain potential high score, and should focus on improving the tourist facilities, setting prevented
measures of environmental impact and creating tourism route connection among the tourism sites.
These suggestions make the recreation resources more attractive to the tourist.

Keywords: recreation resource potential, natural recreation activity
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Figure 1 The natural recreation resources potential score.
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Table 1 Mean and standard deviation of the core indicator potential score.
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mangrove mangrove bird sailing
forest forest wacthing and watching
obsreving at observing at at dolphin at
Indicators Thakam Bang Pakong Thakam Bang Pakong
Natural Island School Natural Island  estuary area
s . g . g . g .
o a S =} & a & a
= Z = Z = % = %
Section 1: Natural Resource and Environment
1.1 Unique Recreation Resource
1.1.1 diversity of ecosystem 1.89 0.93 222 0.44 1.67 0.87 222 0.83
1.1.2 prominent of the resource to create 2.56 0.53 2.33 0.50 244 0.53 2.78 0.44
meaningful storie
1.2 Potential Area for Future Development
1.2.1 space for development of activities and ~ 2.44 0.73 2.00 0.71 2.11 0.60 2.44 0.53
amenities
1.3 Accessing System
1.3.1 quality of route, the difficulty of access  2.67  0.50 256 053 244 088 267 050
and vehicle service
1.4 Appropriate Climate for Tourism
1.4.1 average annual temperature 2.00 0.00 2.00 0.00 1.89 033 2.00 0.00
1.5 Water
1.5.1 quantity and quality of water 2.33 087 289 033 222 083 256 053
1.6 Linkage with other recreation area
1.6.1 distance to the nearest recreation area 222 0.44 222 0.44 222 0.44 222 0.44
Section 2: Administration
2.1 Management Plan of Recreation Area
2.1.1 plans and organizations responsible for ~ 2.44 0.53 1.89 0.78 222 0.67 222 0.67
management
2.2 Facilities
2.2.1 harmony with the nature of facilities 2.33 0.71 256 053 244 073 225  0.89
2.2.2 quality, quantity and maintenance 2.11 033 222 044 222 044 211 0.33
facilities
2.3 Safety
2.3.1 opportunity of natural disaster occurrence 3.00 0.00 0.00 3.00 3.00 0.00 3.00 0.00
2.3.2 statistic of accidents and damage to the
tourist 300 000 0.00 300 300 000 3.00 0.00
2.3.3 measure to control the security of life
and property 2.33 0.71 0.71 2.33 1.67 0.7 2.56 0.53
2.3.4 measure to prevent the raise of service
charge 267 050 044 278 278 044 278 044
2.4 Significance for Resource Interpretation
2.4.1 appropriate of form, content, and 222 0.44 2.56 0.53 2.11 0.60 2.56 0.53
knowledge interpretation
2.5 Measure to Prevent Environmental Impact
2.5.1 limitation number of tourists 1.22 0.44 1.33 0.50 1.22 0.44 1.33 0.50
2.5.2 waste management 2.78 044 278 0.44 2.78 0.44 2.78 0.44
2.5.3 noise control 1.67 087 1.67  0.87 1.78 0.83 1.89  0.78
2.5.4 activities area zoning to protect 1.89  0.78 1.89 078 211 0.60 1.78  0.83

biological and physical resources impact
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Table 1 (Cont.)

mangrove mangrove bird sailing
forest forest wacthing and watching
obsreving at observing at at dolphin at
Indicators Thakam Bang Pakong Thakam Bang Pakong
Natural Island School Natural Island  estuary area
g . g . g . g .
B a 5} a Q a Q a
= Z = 2 = % = %
Section 3: Socioeconomic
3.1 Economic Benefit for Local Community
3.1.1 benefits and opportunities that people 222 1.89 0.60 233 0.50 222 0.44

receive

3.2 Social Benefit for Local Community

3.2.1 people opportunity to participate in 2.44
tourism management
3.2.2 people opportunity to enhance 2.56

knowledge and awareness of the
conservation of natural resources

222 044 244 0.53 2.44 0.53

267 050 278 044 267 050

Note: underlined values indicate the high potential score
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DIVERSITY

mangrove forest observing in Thakam Island

SPECIES

bird wacthing in Thakam Natural Island
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mangrove forest observing in Bang Pakong School
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REDTIDE

sailing and watching dolphin

in Bang Pakong Estuary Area

—— 3tandard Deviation

Figure 2 Mean and standard deviation of the specific activity indicators potential score.
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