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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to determine the socio-economic characteristics, people
participation level and factors affecting people participation in community forest management in
the national reserved forest. Data were collected using the designed questionnaire to interview
188 respondents. The frequency, percentage, mean, maximum, minimum, and standard deviation
were statistically analyzed and tested by #-test and F-test at the 0.05 significance level.

The results of the study indicated that most respondents were male with an average age of
52.83 years. Most of them had reached primary school level. The number of household members
ranged from 1 to 5 and most of them had no social position. The main occupation was farming
and their minor occupation was general employment. The average land holding was 17.34 rai with
an average annual household income of 109,407.10 baht and average annual monetary loan was
104,713.30 baht. The distance between their homesteads and the community forest was less than
two kilometers. Their domicile period was over 44 years. The level of reception of community
forest information was low, with no training being received regarding the community forest.
People’s participation in community forest management in the national reserved forest overall
was low with an average score of 1.50 points. The participation activities included five aspects;
administration, management, forest utilization, self-sacrifice, and evaluation of the performance
of the community forest committee with average scores of 1.45, 1.59, 1.55,1.56 and 1.36 points,
respectively. Factors affecting people participation in community forest management included:
social position, annual household income, minor occupation, domicile period, receiving community
forest information, and utilization of the community forest.

Keywords: people participation, community forest management, Khon Kaen province
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Table 1 People participation level in community forest management in national reserved forest,

Khon Kaen province.

Participation activity Mean S.D. Participation level
1. Administration 1.45 0.70 Low
2. Management 1.59 0.60 Low
3. Forest utilization 1.55 0.70 Low
4. Self-sacrifice 1.56 0.65 Low
5. Performance evaluation of 1.36 0.68 Low
community forest committee
Overall participation 1.50 Low
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Table 2 Results of hypothesis testing of people participation in community forest management

in national reserved forest, Khon Kaen province.

Factor t F p-value
1. Education level - 0.860 0.425
2. Social position 5.120 - 0.000
3. Annual household income -2.831 - 0.005
4. Main occupation - 0.312 0.733
5. Minor occupation - 5.252 0.006
6. Number of household members 1.711 - 0.089
7. Amount of agriculture area - 0.353 0.703
8. Domicile period -2.551 - 0.012
9. Distance between homestead and community forest 1.461 - 0.146
10. Receiving community forest information 6.088 - 0.000
11. Community forest utilization -4.495 - 0.000
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