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Role of Newspaper Journalists Offering News on 
Natural Resources and the Environment
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ABSTRACT

  This study investigated the importance of newspaper coverage regarding the natural 
resources and environment with regard to the role of the media in delivering news and factors 
affecting the presentation of news.  The study involved qualitative research using content analysis.  
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Komchadluek, and Matichon over a one year period.  In-depth interviews were held with 10 
environmental journalists and 9 experts.
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totaling 1,825 articles with a minimal amount being presented.  Only 1,270 news articles during 
the year presented content that was different and discontinuous.  Large amounts were presented 
during one of the environmental issues, while otherwise only a low level of coverage was presented.  
Furthermore, the importance of the environmental news presented on the front page was minimal, 
with most coverage presented inside the newspapers and the direction of the news was mostly 
negative.  Thus, the news focused on the fact that there was a problem rather than on the project, 
the environment or conservation.  
 The journalists mentioned a variety of issues involved in presenting environmental news, 
including that the agency has no policy on the amount and quality of environment coverage 
and that access to data and information is laborious.  Most of the experts interviewed believed 
the newspaper’s coverage of the presentation, considered that journalists have to know which 
environmental issues are not being covered or are adequately presented, and that there was a lack 
of awareness and commitment to delivering environmental news.
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5.7
6.2
6.1
9.3
7.6
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8.5
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7.9
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Table 3 Category of environmental resources  presented.

Natural resource category
Number of articles 

(n=1,270)
Percentage Remark

Forest / wildlife
Air pollution / waste
Water / river / sea.
Land / soil

543
493
191
43

42.7
38.9
15.0
3.4
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Minimum
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Table 4 Importance of environmental news.

Importance of news Number (n=1,270) Percentage Remark
Major  
Minor  

289
981

22.8
77.2

� ���Y��Qa�`e�������D��D��T�	
�Z	������	�
\`W���
�	�YL	�K���Ta��L��	
�����
���f��D
����
`
�S	���D��b��L��X���	��	
��Ta����K�
�D�	�
b

�S	��
�����a���Y�L��BZ	�����PN���	����Y� g̀�
L�����<d?��
�����
�	�W�YL	��K�Ta��L��	
�
�B��K�	
�
��Z	
f�Y��	
KC�
C��Z	�	��
�D�	�
b

�S	�������a���Y�L���

���YB�`tm�	��	���Y��L���	�i�BZ	����Nld���	����Y
� g̀�
L�����d�?��BQ����	�\YL��	W�S������	�	
��VK�L��X�
�T�	
�Z	�	��
�D�	�
b

�S	�������a���Y�L���	����	
�	
D�y�	�����L��	
�����
����C
��A��Y����Y�f�W��
6 k#*�P�

Table 5 Direction of environmental news presentation.

Direction of news Number (n=1,270) Percentage Remark
Positive
Negative
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786

36.0
64.0
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