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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to investigate socio-economic characteristics, people
participation and factors affecting people participation in forest fire control in the Mae Tuen
plantation area, Thong Far subdistrict, Ban Tak district, Tak province. The data were collected
using designed questionnaires to interview 308 household heads. Statistics used in the data
analysis comprised frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, maximum, minimum, #-test
and F-test at the 0.05 statistical significance level.

The results showed that most respondents were Thai who had graduated at the primary
school level. The average number of household members was 7.17 people. The main occupation
was agriculture and the minor occupation was general employment. The average annual household
income was 117,903.28 baht. The respondents mostly owned land and the average settlement
period was 42.35 years. The average distance between homesteads and a forest fire area was
2.52 kilometers. The respondents mostly utilized plantation and they mostly were social group
members. They received information about forest fires but they had never received any training.
Their knowledge about forest fires was at a low level.

In addition, people participation in forest fire control was at a rather low level with an
average score of 2.22. Factors affecting people participation in forest fire control at Mae Tuen
plantation area were: education level, minor occupation, annual household income, distance
between homestead and forest fire area, utilization from plantation, and training in forest fires.

Keywords: people participation, forest fire control, Mae Tuen Plantation, Tak province
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Table 1 People participation in forest fire control at Mae Tuen Plantation area, Thong Far
subdistrict, Ban Tak district, Tak province.

.. Mean Standard Level of
Participation . . C e
(score) deviation Participation

Participation in problem study 2.28 1.30 Rather Low
Participation in planning 2.26 1.24 Rather Low
Participation in working 2.20 1.24 Rather Low
Participation in monitoring 2.15 1.22 Rather Low
Overall average 2.22 1.25 Rather Low
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Table 2 Results of hypothesis testing of factors affecting people participation in forest fire
control at Mae Tuen plantation, Tak province.

Results of hypothesis testing

Independent variable Accept Do not accept
F t P the the
hypothesis  hypothesis
Race 1.315 - 0.270 - v
Education 11.498 - 0.000 v -
Number of household laborers 0.577 - 0.562 - v
Main occupation 1.557 - 0.212 - v
Minor occupation - -2.678 0.043 v -
Annual household income 9.017 - 0.000 v -
Land holding characteristic - 1.698 0.140 - v
Settlement period 2.047 - 0.131 - v
Distance between homestead and
forest fire area 3.321 - 0.037 v -
Utilization from plantation - 1.445 0.003 v -
Member of a social group - -1.457 0.613 - v
Receiving forest fire information
Receiving forest fire training - 0.096 0.711 - v
Knowledge of forest fires - -5.912  0.007 v -
- - 0.155 - v
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