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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were: 1) to study factors and criteria for setting up
and classifying a recreation opportunity spectrum (ROS) for the campground at park
headquarters, Baan Krang and Phanern Thung in Kaeng Krachan National Park and 2) to
determine the tourist’s perceptions of the environmental conditions and their recreational
needs. Physical and management survey forms together with 390 designed questionnaires
were used for collecting the data. A weighted score method and content analysis were used
for analyzing the data. Statistical analysis included percentage, mean, maximum, minimum
and a r-test at a significance level of 0.05.

The results found that the physical and management weighted scores of the campground
at the park headquarters were 1.08 which was Development in the ROS spectrum, at
Baan Krang they were 2.30 which was Semi - Development in the ROS spectrum and
at Phanern Thung they were 2.64 which was Semi - Primitive in the ROS spectrum. The
weighted score of social factors indicated that the campgrounds at the three sites were
Semi - Primitive in the ROS spectrum. The results on testing the recreational experience
differences between expected and actual experiences revealed a significant difference only at
the Phanern Thung campground (¢ = 2.542, p-value = 0.012). Therefore, it could be concluded
that the suitable recreation opportunity spectrum of the three site campground was Semi -
Primitive, which meant the recreation activities were suitable for nature camping in a peaceful
setting, with privacy, high self - sufficiency and free from staff enforcement. However, at
the same time, tourists needed convenient accessibility and comfort in general. In addition,
they did not mind seeing other groups of tourists but those facilities and the number of
other tourist groups had not so much to affect the recreational experience.

Keywords: recreation opportunity spectrum (ROS), campground, Kaeng Krachan
National Park
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Table 1 Management approaches for three camping areas based on recreation opportunity
spectrum.

Factor

Park headquarters

Baan Krang

Phanern Thung

1. Accessibility

Convenience, sturdy

Convenience, sturdy and

Natural accessibility with

and be capable for fair capacity for a large limited width of road and
intensive use. number of people. unpaved with concrete.
2. Facility The facility is There are some basic The development is only
development developed for every facility is developed for ~ needed for safety and
type of tourist in large  tourists with protecting impact on the
number for their environmentally and campground, emphasis on
convenience. friendly designed and/or  small size with
However, the facility  using local style. environmentally and
should be friendly design and/or
environmentally and using local style.
friendly design.
3. Litter Litter bin with Tourist responsibility Tourist responsibility
management environment care. approach by taking their ~ approach by taking their

litter out with them; take
it in — take it out.

litter out with them; take it
in — take it out.

4. Infrastructure
system

Electricity, water and
public phone are
provided.

Electricity and water are
provided.

Only needed and time
limit.

5. Interpretation

All kinds of
interpretation are
allowed but it should
be harmonized with
the nature.

All kinds of
interpretation are
allowed but it should be
small sizes and
harmonized with the
nature.

Self guided interpretation
is recommended and/or
use local guides or small
interpretive signs.

6. Increasing
density and
number of shade
trees

Using trees as a buffer
for privacy. Provide
same access in and
out for easy control.
Provide main parking
areas with convenient
accessibility.
Washrooms should be
located 15 m away
from a campground
with tree buffers as
much as possible.

Using trees as a buffer
for privacy. Provide
same access in and out
for easy control. Provide
main parking areas with
convenient accessibility.
Washrooms should be
located 15 m away from
a campground with tree
buffers as much as
possible.

Using trees as a buffer for
privacy. Provide same
access in and out for easy
control. Provide main
parking areas with
convenient accessibility.
Washrooms should be
located 15 m away from a
campground with tree
buffers as much as
possible.

7. Control number
of tourists

A procedure of
spreading tourists to
other tourism spots for
local benefits.

Control number of
tourist to avoid crowding
and conflicts

Control number of tourists
by setting up a system of
registration before walking
into the campground.
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