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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were: 1) to determine the socio-economic conditions
and forest resource utilization of people residing around production forest, 2) to determine
the level of participation and factors related to people participation in Laongam production
forest management. The 121 people living in Dongmone and Nongpho villages, Wapy
district, Saravane province, Lao PDR were surveyed as the sample for the study. Data
were collected using a questionnaire and analyzed by computer program. The arithmetic
mean, percentage, standard deviation and chi-square value were used as analytical statistics
at a statistical significance level of 0.05.

The results of the study revealed that the majority of the respondents were male
and had graduated at the primary school level with an average age of 43.20 years; they
were married and lived with their wives together as a couple with an average of six
household members. Agriculture was the main occupation and general employment was
the minor occupation; the annual household income was 26,357.02 baht and the average
annual household expenditure was 24,158.93 baht. The average land holding was 18.88 rai
per household and land utilization was mostly used as paddy field. A problem relevant to
land use was a shortage of irrigation water. Timber cutting for house building and household
use averaged 4.45 m3 per year and the average amount of firewood used was 6 m3 per
household per year. Moreover, the average amounts of bamboo shoots, mushrooms,
Melientha suasis Pierre, wild fruits and edible insects collected annually per household
were 38.77, 18.68, 14.76, 9.62 and 9.2 kg, respectively. Most respondents earned more
income after participating in the project. Problems and obstacles identified were the
decrease in forest area and the reduction in nontimber forest products (NTFP) such as
honey and rattan. In addition, villagers had no spare time to participate in the relevant
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productive forest management activities. A related recommendation was that extension
conservation should be expanded and a public relations program should be conducted on
productive forest information. Based on the hypothesis test, gender and education level
were highly significant (P < 0.05) factors relating to people participation in productive
forest management.

Analysis of participation in production forest management found that 63.83%
participated in planning, 59.41% participated in provided activities and 44.93% participated
in monitoring and evaluation.

Keywords: Community Participation, Production Forest Management, Lao PDR.
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Table 1 Number and percentage statistics for respondents on economic and social

conditions. (n=121)
Item Number Percentage

1. Sex

Men 64 52.90
2. Ages (years)

46 - 50 34 28.10
Maximum 72 minimum 21 average 43.20 S.D. 10.64
3. Marital Status

Married and lived together 107 88.40
4. Education level

Primary school 56 46.20
5. Number in household

Less than or equal to 5 44 36.40

Number of family members maximum 12 minimum 2 average 6.57 S.D. 2.19
6. Number of male household members

Less than or equal to 2 46 38.00
Number of family members, male and a maximum 7 minimum 1 average 3.20 S.D. 1.41
7. Number of female household members

Less than or equal to 2 34 28.10
The number of female household members in the highest 8 minimum1 average 3.37 S.D.1.37
8. Main occupation

Farm 114 94.20
9. Vocational Secondary occupation
Have 114 94.20
General contractor 55 45.50
10. Total revenue (baht)
Up to 25,001 38 31.40

Maximum total revenue 320,000 minimum 3,200 average 26,357.02 S.D. 30,330.80
11. Revenue from agriculture (baht)
7,501 — 10,000 37 30.60
Maximum 108,000 minimum 7,500 averagel12,556.20 S.D. 12,673.52
12. Revenue from agriculture output sector (baht)
Less than or equal to 5,000 42 34.70
Maximum 212,000 minimum 5,000 average 11,290.91 S.D. 20,933.36
13. Revenue from non timber production (baht)
No income 51 42.10
5,001 — 7,000 28 23.20
Maximum 25,000 minimum 5,000 average 2,509.92 S.D. 3,449.865
14. Total household expenditure ( baht/year)
Less or equal 15,000 36 29.80
Maximum 340,000 minimum 2,000 average 24,158.93 S.D. 31,594.26
15. Cost of Agriculture ( baht)
3,501 — 5,000 34 28.10
Maximum 60,000 minimum 240 average 7,275.12 S.D. 9,790.79
16. Cost of living (Bath)
10,001 — 15,000 38 31.40
Maximum 280,000 minimum 500 average 16,883.80 S.D. 25,760.08
17. Problem of Land use
Not sufficient for irrigation farming 62 51.20

Remark: * More than one answer
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Table 2 Level of participation in production forest management.

(n=121)
Participation in production Average percentage of Level of
forest management participation in production participation
Planning 63.83 Medium
Implementing activities 59.41 Medium
Monitoring and evaluation 44.93 Medium
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Table 3 Level of participation in production forest management.

(n=121)
Level of participation in Number
. Percentage
production forest (person)
Low 10 8.30
Medium 53 43.80
High 58 47.90
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Table 4 Hypothesis Testing.
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Factor v P-Value

1. Sex 7.133* 0.028
2. Age 4.076™ 0.396
3. Marital status 1.655™ 0.437
4. Education level 11.567* 0.003
5. Number of family member 6.392"™ 0.381
6. Main occupation 0.943™ 0.624
7. Vocational occupation 0.527"™ 0.768
8. Revenue 8.937™ 0.177
9. Expenditure 6.141™ 0.408
10. Land area 6.233™ 0.398
11. Use of forest resources to create 0.097™ 0.953

housing and living
12. Use of forest resource for 0.033™ 0.984

gathering minor forest products
13. Changing income 6.443"™ 0.168
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