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Soundscape perception of visitors to Khao Yai National Park
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the soundscape perception of visitors to
Khao Yai National Park and their recreation experiences, to investigate factors correlated to
soundscape perception, and the relationship between soundscape perception and the quality
experience of those visitors. A questionnaire was used to collect data from 400 park visitors.
The survey data was analyzed using descriptive statistics, a paired-sample t-test and correlation
analysis. The study found that the average score of soundscape perception, for both natural and
man-made soundscapes, was moderate. The most desired recreation experience was the experience
of being with nature and the least desired experience was the experience of meeting new people.
The paired-sample t-test found that three pairs of desired and actual recreation experiences were
significantly different. These included the experience of being with nature, the experience of
solitude and being isolated, and the experience of escapi ng from noise and crowds. The average
scores of desired experiences were higher than for the actual experiences in all three pairs.
Correlation analyses found nine variables significantly correlated to soundscape perception:
visiting duration, experience of natural beauty, experience of being with nature, experience of
nature learning, experience of escaping from noise and crowds, experience of meeting new people,
experience of adventure and skill testing, experience of diverse recreation participation, and
experience of visiting a new area. It was found that natural soundscape perception significantly

correlated with a quality recreation experience.

Keywords: Soundscape perception, visitors, Khao Yai National Park
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Table 1 Mean differences between desired recreation experience and actual experience

perceived by the visitors.

(n=400)

Recreational Experience

X S.D. t P-Value

Experience of being with nature

- Desired experience

- Actual experience

Experience of solitude and being isolated
- Desired experience

- Actual experience

Experience of escaping from noise and crowds

- Desired experience
- Actual experience

4.135 0.716 2.550 0.011
4.045 0.741

3.747 0.863 5.651 0.000
3.457 1.023

3.997 0.863 5.118 0.000
3.765 0.981
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Table 2 Variables significantly correlated with natural soundscape perception.

Coefficient (r) with natural

Variable . P-value
soundscape perception

1. Type of visiting day -0.088 0.039
2. Experience of natural beauty 0.114 0.011
3. Experience of nature learning 0.087 0.041
4. Experience of escaping from noise and crowd 0.111 0.014
5. Experience of meeting new people 0.186 0.000
6. Experience of adventure and skill testing 0.202 0.000
7. Experience of diverse recreation participation 0.154 0.001
8. Experience of visiting new area 0.160 0.001
Table 3 Variables significantly correlated with manmade soundscape perception.

Variable Coefficient (r) with na.tural P-value

soundscape perception

1. Perceived number of visitors in the visiting area -0.094 0.030
2. Type of visiting day -0.129 0.005
3. Experience of natural beauty 0.104 0.019
4. Experience of being with nature 0.124 0.007
5. Experience of nature learning 0.136 0.003
6. Experience of contentment and peacefulness 0.083 0.049
7. Experience of diverse recreation participation 0.091 0.035
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Table 4 Coefficient (r ) between soundscape perception and quality recreation experience.

Coefficient (r ) with natural

Variable . P-value

soundscape perception
1 Natural soundscape perception -0.137 0.046
2. Manmade soundscape perception 0.134 0.325
3. Soundscape perception 0.126 0.273
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