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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the conservation behavior of youths
participating in a natural resource and environmental conservation camp in Kaengkrachan
National Park and to determine the factors affecting their behavior. A questionnaire was
used to collect data from 350 high school students while they were participating in the
park’s conservation camps. Descriptive statistics, correlation analysis and multiple regression
analysis were used to analyze the survey data. Multiple regression analysis indicated that
only six factors influenced conservation behavior in the camp, including knowledge on
conservation, value placed on natural resources and the environment, and pride in showing
conservation behavior, and they accounted for 39.60% of the variance in the behavior
(F = 8.941; p-value = 0.001; r* = 0.396). The same analysis indicated only three factors
influenced conservation behavior in their everyday life—namely, the need to reduce global
warming, experience in participating in conservation activity within school, and age, and these
accounted for 18.10% of the variance in the behavior (F = 3.009; p-value = 0.001; 1> = 0.181).

Keywords: conservation behavior, youth, natural resource and environmental
conservation camp, Kaengkrachan National Park
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Table 1 Person’s correlation coefficient of factors correlated with conservation behavior
while participating in a natural resource and environmental conservation camp
in Kaengkrachan National Park.

Pearson’s Correlation coefficient

Factor (x)
Age 0.085
School-record 0.101*
Interest in natural resource and environmental
conservation 0.158**
Need to participate in natural resource and 0.227%*%*
environmental conservation
Value pressed on natural resources and environment 0.3971%**
Need to contribute knowledge and 0.212%**
experiences to others
Proud to show conservation behavior 0.269%**
Need to know about benefits from natural resource 0.159%*
and environmental conservation
Need to perform new behavior 0.123*
Need to be in the conservation trend 0.0107*
Need to reduce global warming 0.157%*
Need to gain admiration from others -0.151%*
Member of conservation group within school 0.077
Member of conservation group outside school 0.021
Knowledge on conservation 0.463%**
Experience in participating in conservation activity 0.135%*
within school
Experience in participating in conservation activity 0.039
outside school
Receiving conservation information 0.018
Support from surrounding people -0.009
School environment 0.098*
Environment in conservation camp 0.186***

Remark: * p-value < 0.05; ** p-value <0.01; *** p-value < 0.001
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Table 2 Results of multiple regression analysis testing the influence of some factors on

conservation behavior in camp.

Factor

Mean SD p t p-value

Internal Motivation
Value pressed on natural resources
and environment

Internal Motivation
Proud to show conservation
behavior
Need to know about benefits from
natural resource and environmental
conservation
Need to gain admiration from
others

Knowledge on conservation

Environment in conservation camp

4.711 0.539 0240  4.243 0.000

4.711 0.539  0.240 4.243 0.000

4.419 0.648 0.138 -2.226  0.022

4.292 0.684 -0.123  -1.965 0.050
3.500 1.126  -0.147 -2.767  0.006
12.013 3.112 0.408 8.142  0.000
4.211 0.457 0.123 2.180  0.030

Remark: F = 8.941; p-value = 0.001; = 0.396
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Table 3 Correlation coefficient of factors correlated with conservation behavior in

everyday life.
Factor Correlation coefficient (r)in
conservation behavior
Age 0.180%%**
School- record 0.055
Interest in natural resource and environmental 0.212%**
conservation
Need to participate in natural resource and 0.182%**
environmental conservation
Value placed on natural resources and environment 0.046
Need to contribute to the knowledge and 0.242%**
experiences of others
Proud to show conservation behavior 0.212%**
Need to know about benefits from natural resource 0.207***
and environmental conservation
Need to perform new behavior 0.121*
Need to be in conservation trend 0.189%**
Need to reduce global warming 0.210%***
Need to gain admiration from others 0.181***
Member of conservation group within school 0.090
Member of conservation group outside school 0.059
Knowledge on conservation -0.098*
Experience in participating in conservation activity 0.147**
within school
Experience in participating in conservation activity 0.038
outside school
Receiving conservation information 0.006
Support from surrounding people 0.081
School environment 0.232%**
Environment in conservation camp 0.198***

Remark: * p-value < 0.05; ** p-value < 0.01; *** p-value < 0.001

Table 4 Results of multiple regression analysis testing the influence of some factor to
conservation behavior in everyday life.

Factor Mean SD B t p-value
Age 15.906 1.569  0.160  2.749  0.006
Internal Motivation
Need to reduce global warming 4.607 0.634 0.165 2.588 0.010

Experience in participating in conservation

activity within school 0.620 0486  0.165  2.681 0.008
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