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Note on Whip Spider Phrynichus orientalis Weygoldt, 1998
(Chelicerata: Amblypygi) in Fruit Orchard
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ABSTRACT

The whip spider, Phrynichus orientalis Weygoldt 1998, is an arachnid, but it is not
a true spider. It prefers to live under conditions of high humidity, especially in the rock
crevices of caves or under the bark of a tree near a cave. It presence is considered to
be a major indication of plentiful natural resources. This study reported on a new habitat
of the whip spider in a fruit orchard at tambon Bannborvain, Khlung district, Chantaburi
province. This is the first report of a whip spider in Thailand being found outside a cave
and as such is important for studying the forage behavior and life cycle of the spider
that are related to environmental change.
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Figure 1 Ventral view of the Phrynichus orientalis Weygoldt, 1998 adult brooding female,
showing brood sac from fruit orchard at Bannborvain sub-district, Khlung
district, Chantaburi province, Thailand. Scale bar = 1 cm.
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