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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to compare youth and adult knowledge about
the mangrove ecosystem, to evaluate visitors’ opinions on the mangrove interpretive sign
system and nature trail, and to develop suggestions for improving the trail and signage.
Data were collected using designed questionnaires in interviews. A sample of 400 visitors,
divided into two groups (youth and adult) and each respondent was asked to fill out the
questionnaire. Descriptive statistics and a t-test were used to analyze the survey data.

The results revealed that youths’ knowledge of the mangrove ecosystem was not
statistically different from that of adult visitors at the significance level of 0.05. Likewise,
their opinions about the mangrove interpretive sign system and the nature trail were not
statistically different. Furthermore, youth and adult visitors provided similar suggestions.
Both groups agreed the interpretive signs should be short and concise with appropriate
illustrations and that additional visitor facilities should be provided. The biggest apparent
difference of opinion was that the younger visitors expressed concerns about the cleanliness
of the trail.

Keywords: nature trail evaluation, mangrove nature trail, Pranburi forest Park
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Table 1 Difference in the level of knowledge of mangrove ecosystem between youths

and adults.

n

SD t df p-value

Knowledge Youth 200 12.36

Adult 200 12.54

1.94
-0.909 398 0.787™
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Table 2 Difference in the opinions on nature interpretive sign system and mangrove

nature trail between youths and adults.

N X SD t df p-value

Opinion Youth 200 4.08 0.46
5.43 398 0.862™

Adult 200 3.82 0.50

Note: SD = standard deviation; df = degrees of freedom; ns = not statistically significant at P >0.05
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