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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to determine the level of people participation and
factors affecting participation in the conservation of the Khao Rao Thian Tong Community
Forest. The Khao Rao Thian Tong Community Forest was established in 1999, in Chai Nat
province and covers an area of 993 rai. Data was collected by a designed questionnaire,
with 83 respondents interviewed. Basic statistical analysis was used for each independent
variable, involving percentage, mean and standard deviation, while a t-test and F-test were
used for hypothesis testing.

The results of the study indicated a moderate level of people participation in
the conservation of the Community Forest. Factors affecting people participation in the
conservation of Khao Rao Thian Tong Community Forest at a significant level were social
status and comprehension of conservation requirements for the community forest. There was
no significant effect on the level of people participation in the conservation of Khao Rao
Thian Tong Community Forest among the remaining factors of: gender, age, membership
of the community forest conservation group, receiving information relating to the community
forest conservation, attending related training courses on community forest conservation and
expected benefits.

Keywords: participation, conservation, community forest
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Table 1 People Participation in the Conservation of Khao Rao Thian Tong Community

Forest.
Participation Mean SD Level
Analysis of problems 243 1.27 moderate
Planning 213 141 moderate
Practices 3.25  0.89 maximum
Tracking and evaluating performance 274  0.96 moderate
Total 2.64 1.13 moderate

Note: SD: standard deviation
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Table 2 Gender comparison of people participation in the conservation of Khao

Rao Thian Tong Community Forest.

Gender n Mean SD
Male 35 2.83 1.009
Female 48 2.67 0.922
Total 83 5.50 1.931
t 0.767
p-value 0.761

Note: n: number of samples;
SD: standard deviation;
t: t-test one tailed value;
df: degree of freedom;

Significance determined at the p<0.05 level
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Table 3 Compare the average People Participation in the Conservation of Khao Rao
Thian Tong Community Forest by age.

Age n Mean SD

Less than 20 years 1 1.25 0.000
20-39 years 25 2.77 0.654
40-59 years 42 2.85 0.978
60 years or more 15 2.49 1.253
Total 83 2.74 0.957
F 1.353

p-value 0.263

Note: n: number of samples;
SD: standard deviation;
df: degree of freedom

Significance determined at the p<0.05 level
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Table 4 Social Status Comparison of People Participation in the Conservation
of Khao Rao Thian Tong Community Forest.

Social status n Mean SD
No status 68 2.64 0.875
Status 15 3.18 1.202
Total 83 2.91 1.0385
t -2.009
p-value 0.020

Note: n: number of samples;
SD: standard deviation;
t: t-test one tailed value;
df: degree of freedom;

Significance determined at the p<0.05 level

Table 5 Group Membership Activity Comparison of People Participation in the
Conservation of Khao Rao Thian Tong Community Forest.

Group membership

n  Mean SD

No group activities
Group activities

41 291 0.929
42 2.57 0.964

Total 83 2.74 0.9465
F -1.666
p-value 0.833

Note: n: number of samples;
SD: standard deviation;
t: t-test one tailed value;
df: degree of freedom

Significance determined at the p<0.05 level
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Table 6 Comparison on the Level of Receiving Information of People Participation

in the Conservation of Khao Rao Thian Tong Community Forest.

Level of receiving information

n Mean SD

More than 3 times per month
3 times per month

2 times per month

1 time per month

20 3.06 0.867
12 2.95 0.838
18 243 0.697
29 2.69 1.073

None 4 2.17 1.520
Total 83 2.74 0.957
F 1.601
p-value 0.182

Note: n: number of samples;
SD: standard deviation;
df: degree of freedom;

Significance determined at the p<0.05 level
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Table 7

Table 7 Training comparison of People Participation in the Conservation of Khao
Rao Thian Tong Community Forest.

Training n Mean SD
Never had training 15 1.91 944
Have had training 68 2.92 .865
Total 83 2415  0.9045
t -3.797
p-value 0.842

Note: n: number of samples;
SD: standard deviation;
t: t-test one tailed value;
df: degree of freedom,;

Significance determined at the p<0.05 level
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Table 8 Comprehension level comparison of people participation in the conservation
of Khao Rao Thian Tong Community Forest.

Comprehension level n Mean SD
Low 2 1.50 2.121
High 81 2.77 0.918
Total 83 2.14 1.520
t -1.880
p-value 0.045

Note: n: number of samples;
SD: standard deviation;
t: t-test one tailed value;
df: degree of freedom;

Significance determined at the p<0.05 level

Table 9 Expected benefits comparison of people participation in the conservation of
Khao Rao Thian Tong Community Forest.

Level expected benefits n Mean SD
Low 0 0.00 0.00
Moderate 11 2.28 1.011
High 72 2.81 936
Total 83 2.74 957
t 2.994
p-value 0.087

Note: n: number of samples;
SD: standard deviation;
t: t-test one tailed value;
df: degree of freedom,;

Significance determined at the p<0.05 level
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