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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study recreation patterns and recreation experiences
of visitors to nature-based recreation areasin Mae Hong Son province, to compare desired recrestion
experiences with actual recreation experiences in visiting the recreation areas, to compare recreation
experiences gained from each of recreation area and to test the relationship between actual
recreation experiences with overall satisfaction and the need for revisit the recreation areas.
Questionnaires were used to collect data from 500 visitors who visited represented recreation
areas. The research found that most visitors had no experience in visiting the recreation areas
before and their average time spending for this visit was 1 hour and 25 minutes. Sightseeing was
the recreation activity that most visitors desired and engaged in when they visited the recreation
areas. Factor analysis grouped 28 items of desired experience into 5 groups and grouped 28 items
of actual recreation experience into 4 groups. The new groups accounted for 58.42 and 55.39 of
variance in desired experience and actual recreation experience respectively. The analysis of
differences between desired experiences and actual recreation experiences found that 16 pairs
from 28 pairs of recreation experience were significantly different. Hypothesis testing found that
recreation experience that gained from each of recreation area significantly different and actual
recreation experience significantly correlated with overall satisfaction and the need for revisit the
recreation areas in the future.
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Table 1. Result from Analysis of Variance testing hypothesis 1

Recreation experience

X SD F P

Experience in independence, tension release and spiritual

development

Experience in risk taking, to discover something news and

physical development

Experience in enjoyment, to see new things and to get away

from boring situation
Experience in to display ability and creativity

3.747 0.765 4.032 0.003
2.750 0.961 3.877 0.004
3.856 0.658 4.566 0.001
3.112 0926 1.791 0.129
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Table 2. Result from Correlation Analysis testing hypothesis 2

Correlation coefficient (r)

Variable 1 2 3 4 5 6

1. Experience in independence, tension 1.000

release and spiritual development
2. Experience in risk taking, to discover 0.477**  1.000

something news and physical

development
3. Experience in enjoyment, to see new 0.666%*  0.432**  1.000

things and to get away from boring

situation
4. Experience in to display ability and 0.634*%*  0.645%*  0.577**  1.000

creativity
5. Overall satisfaction 0.190**  0.101* 0.328%*%  0.142%* 1.000
6. The need for revisit the recreation area  0.214%*  0.225%*  0.213**  0.329%¥*  0.429** 1.000

Remark: **significant level at P <0.01 *significant level at P < 0.05
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