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ABSTRACT

The study on Karen’s participation in herb development program under the Royal
Initiative Project in Phatat Pha Daeng Subdistrict, Mae Sot District, Tak Province. The data
were gathered by employing the designed questionnaires interviewed the household heads
or representative of 160 sampled households. The obtained data was analyzed by statistical
software package in order to represent the statistical values in term of frequency, percentage,
maximum, minimum, mean, standard deviation, Chi-square and Fisher’s Exact Test with
the given significance level of .05

Results of the study indicated that the gender of respondents were male and female,
and shared with almost the same proportion, they were 50.6% and 49.4% respectively.
Their average number of household member were 5. Agriculture was their main occupation,
and their average annual income and expenditure were 33.968 baht and 28,932 baht
respectively. The former domiciles of the most (83.1%) were located in the present areas,
and their resettled periods were 39 years. The proportion of respondents who weren’t social
group member was 50.6%. Most of them (84.4%) participated in reforestation activities
which practiced in the areas near by their villages. Most of them (70%) had never attended
any training course about herbs. Most of them (80.6%) received information about herbs,
70.6% of them having knowledge of herbs at high level and used to utilized herbs (97.4%).
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The most of Karen’s participated in the herbs development program activities at the low
level (62.5 %). The socio-economic factors affecting Karen’s participation in herb development
program under the Royal Initiative Project were herb information receipt, used to attend
the herbs training course and participation in the reforestation project activities. Thus, the
Officers of Coordination Center under the Village Development Project should recognize
the significance of the public relation and to initiate the training course in herbs, as well as

to encourage the Karen’s participation more in reforestation activities under the herb project.
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Participation
Activity level X Min. Max.

high low

1. Participation in issues discussion/ 51 109 3.06 0 21
planning (31.9) (68.1)

2. Participation in implementation 64 96 7.70 0 27
(40.0)  (60.0)

3. Participation in money or kind 58 102 1.61 0 10
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4. Participation in benefits sharing 83 77 3.84 0 15
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Table 2. Factors affecting people participation in herb development program under the

Royal Initiative Project

Independent factors Chi- Fisher’s df. Sig.
square Exact Test

1 Age 0.482 1 0.487
2 Educational level 1.145 1 0.285
3 Main occupation 0.640 1 0.366
4 Household income 0.934 1 0.334
5 Resettlement period 0.027 1 0.870
6 Social group membership being 0.015 1 0.903
7 Herb information receipt 19.271 1 0.000*
8 Knowledge about herb 0.725 1 0.394
9 Used to attended the herb training

courses 36.698 1 0.000*
10 The participation in the forest planting

project activities 0.023 1 0.011*
11 Herb utilization 0.651 1 0.379
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